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To THI 


- Dol. RE GTO RIS. 
Ne h Honovaanth te 
EAST INDIA COMPANY, 
n 
AVING once had the bo- 


nour to ſerve the Company 
over which you preſide, though i in a 


ſtation | to which I was not appointed 
by your board, but by that of the 
Council of Bengal; I truſt ſo far to 
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the attention you pay to every thing 


tnat relates to India, as to requeſt you 
will condeſcend to take the following 
ſheets under your protection. 
5 / 


I Have the pleaſure to obſerve, 
Gentlemen, that it has been remarked, 
that your conduct has been invariably 


calculated to convince the public how 
much it is your with to reward the 


faithful ſervants of the Company. 
The perſon who demonſtrates the 


merits of your Governors is I hope 
not undeſerving your notice, I there- 
fore i imagine that the following little 


work, which I have thought proper 
to make the channel of my informa- 


tion to your board, will be honoured. 
8 with 


DEDICATION. 7 
with your patronage and countenance. 
It will exhibit to your view, Gentle- 
men, a favourite ſervant, with à6ilities 
equally capable of vindicating your 
honours in the fields of Venus as of 
Mars, The accuracy, perſpicuity, 
and energy of his Amorous Epiſtles, 
will plainly evince his great knows 
ledge of the human heart; 7hough they 
encourage a ſuſpicion, that ls under- 

| flanding was then d. nn by the ae 
/ vs love. | 


Trrse ſheets, Gentlemen, will 
ſhew you how - delicate he was in the 
choice of his agents when he extend- 
ed His patronage to a man a diſgrace 
to rn and how reſpectful to the 

I board 
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board of Directors, when he impofed 
fuch a character on them, as fit to 
be honoured with an employment in 
their ſervice. The private character, 
Gentlemen, of the perſon who is 
the ſubject of theſe ſheets, will appear 
in no leſs 7avourable point of view: 
and I truſt you will be ready to con- 
feſs with me when you have peruſed 
the Narrative, that he is as amiable 
in private life, as he is honourable in 


his public capacity. 


His many virtues cannot fail to 


ſtrike you ; and your Juſtice will no 


doubt induce you to reward them, 
as they deſerve, you may call bim home 
to exhibit him to his countrymen as 
a pattern of honour, and when dead, 
T erect 
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erect to his memory a ſumptuous mo- 
nument. 


Fox PERJURY PROTECTED, 
FRIENDSHIP VIOLATED, 
AND THE SACRED Laws or Hos- 


PITALETY DISREGARDED. 


I FLATTER myſelf with the pa- 
tronage of the Company, for point=- 
ing out to their notice ſo worthy a per- 
ſonage, whoſe great and good qualities 
are celebrated in the following little 
work: conſcious that fo reſpectable a 
BODY are jealous of their honours in 
the behaviour of their ſervants, as 
having at heart the proſperity of every 
individual under' their Government. 
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1 ſhall take the liberty to ſubſcribe 


myſelf, with all due reſpect, Gen- 


tlemen, 


Your moſt obedient 


——— — 
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And moſt humble Servant, 
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O remove the prejudice, which 


appearances may have induced 
the world to entertain againſt me; 
and to reſcue from obloquy a character, 
which even the breath of calumny had 
never ſullied, till I had the misfortune to 


become acquainted with Mr. Richard 


Barwell, is the ſole object 1 have 
in view in publiſhing the following 
ſheets. Reſentment has no ſhare in 


the publication. — Little as may be 


my conſequence, and humble my walk 
in life, I hold the author of my misfor- 
tunes, however great in rank and for- 
tune, too contemptible to be honoured 
with the reſentment of an honeſt man. 
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Ir he has the ſmalleſt ſhare of thoſe | 


fine feelings, of which he would make 
his friends. believe he is poſſeſſed, they 


| will create more pangs in his breaſt, than 


the moſt pointed reproaches that I could 


make him. Let him reflect, that he has 


rendered abortive the views in life which 
my intereſt and my friends had taught me 
to entertain, Let him recollect that his 
laſt has blaſted my well-founded hopes, 
and clouded the flattering proſpects I had 
of honeſtly acquiring an eaſy and decent 
fortune, Let him remember, that he has 


reduced to diſtreſs a man, who but for 


him -had glided gently down the current 


of life, without ſtigma, or contempt. 
Loet him conſider that he has murdered 
the peace of mind of one who never did 
him an injury, and who conſequently did 


not deſerve ſuch treatment at his hands. 
To theſe reflections I leave him; and if he 


has a particle of ſenſibility, I am ſure 
that neither his riches, or his honours, 


could bribe me to envy his ſituation, 


IAM 


75 
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T am well aware, that the taſk I propoſe 
myſelf is equally arduous and dangerous. 
Jo clear my own reputation, | mult be 
ſevere on that of another, whom great 
connections, great friends, and great abi- 
lities render extremely formidable. But 
as every danger ſinks before me, when I 
wiſh to eſtabliſh the integrity of my cha- 
racter; as I appeal to an impartial pub- 
lic, who will decide according to juſtice, 
becauſe they are not ſwayed by any con- 
ſideration of the power and influence of 
the party arraigned ; and as I ſhall be 
jupported by truth in all I advance, I 
mall boldly purſue c object of my juſti- 
fication unawed by menaces—undaunted 
at the perils, and unſolicitous for the 
conſequence of an unequal conteſt, be- 
tween a man who has nothing but the 
juſtice of his cauſe to protect him, and 
another whom a princely fortune and ex- 
tenſive power mult neceſſarily make the 
head of a ſtrong party. But reputation 
is dearer to me than life or liberty; and 

. until 
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( 22 ] 
until that is ſecured, I give fear to the 
winds. 


Tux many reports to my diſadvantage, 
moſt induſtriouſly circulated by the fa- 
mily and friends of the gentleman who 
is the hero of the following ſheets, make 
it a duty to myſelf, and to thoſe who ho- 
nour me with their friendſhip, to expoſe 
to public view a tranſaction, which it had 

been more to the credit of Mr. Richard 


5 Barwell to have buried in oblivion. The 


publication, I flatter myſelf will diſpel the 
miſts that have long obſcured my charac- 
ter; but it muſt at the ſame time cover 
with confuſion the man, who could baſe- 
ly violate the laws of hoſpitality; ſeduce 
from his gueſt the object of his love, and 
afterwards avail himſelf of the legal in- 
formality of an agreement, to rob an in- 
jured man of the ſmall compenſation 
which his neceſſities had obliged him to 
accept, for the loſs of happineſs, and his 
proſpects of fortune, Before I proceed 
| EE to 
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to a relation of the facts that were the 


5 ground -· work of the diſſentions between 


Mr. Richard Barwell and me, it will not 
be impreper to make the public acquaint- 
ed with the perſonages that are to play the 
chief characters in the piece that I am 
about to open. | 


Mx. Richard Barwell, at preſent one 
of the members of the ſupreme council 
of Bengal, is a gentleman no leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed for his abilities as a ſcholar and a 


_ governor, than for his great fortune, His 


prudence and ceconomy have enabled him 


ſo far to improve the inheritance left him 


by his father, (which was no more than 
10,000 l. that excluſive of his ſeat at the 


council board, which brings him in TEN 


TuousAxp a year, he is ſuppoſed to be 
worth at leaſt Two HUNDRED THOUSAND 
PounDs, It were injuſtice to Mr. R. Bar- 


| well not to admit that he is poſſeſſed of 


many of thoſe amiable qualities, which 
equally adorn both public and private 


life. But two vices caſt a deep ſhade 


over 


; mt. 


tl 1 4 
over his virtues.— A Juſt of power, and 
a luſt of pleaſure, Ambition and luxury 
are his ruling paſſions. Money in gene- 
ral, though not in all caſes, ſeems to be 5 
viewed by him in a ſubordinate degree; 
and to be valued only inaſmuch as it may 

promote his ambitious deſigns, or ſecure 
to him thoſe ſenſual enjoyments, which 
can be found in women. o be able to 
rule the ſupreme council is what his am 
bition has aimed at ſince his appointment 
to a ſeat at the board; and provided he 
can govern the Eaſtern world as he pleaſes, 

he cares not at what expence he acquires 
his power. A ſingle trait will prove thig 
aſſertion beyond a doubt. When meſſrs. 
Haſtings, Clavering, Monſon, Barwell 

and Francis were appointed members of 
the ſupreme Council, Clavering, Monſon, 
and Francis had but one interelt, and con- 
ſtituted a majority at the Council board, a- 
gainſt Mr. Haſtings and Mr, Barwell. The 
latter was determined, it is ſaid, to 

make every effort to gain over one of the 
triumvirate to his party. Mr. Francis 
not 


* 
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. 2t being as amply provided for in point. 
If fortune, as the other two, or appearing 
more open to golden conviction, Mr. Bar- 

well levelledall his artillery at him, and has 
been heard to ſay, that to detach him from 
Clavering and Monſon, he had no objection 
to loſe 20,0001. For this purpoſe he play- 
ed at cards with Mr. Francis for very 
large ſums, honing, that if he ſhould be 
ſo fortunate 2 0 win, he could at any 
title gain over Mr. Francis, and ſecure 
his voice at the board, by releaſing him 
from the debt of honour. But fortune 
was unfavourable to our hero, for inſtead 
of winning, he loſt to Mr. Francis no leſs 
a ſum than Fox TY TrousanD Pounp, 


Nis love of women I need not exhibit 
in glowing colours, the public will find 
it ſufficiently expreſſed, in his own let? 

ters, which are given verbatim in this lit. 

tle Publication. It is neceſſary only to 
obſerve, that it was ſo ſtrong, when the 
wretch whom I once called by the en- 

dearing 
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ſhould be ſorry to ſpeak diſreſpectfully 


| keeping me removed from the object that 
'1 once held dearer than my life, that he 


I am too ſevere in my opinion. 


16 7 
dearing name of wife, firſt ſtruck his eye, 
that to it he facrificed every idea of honour 
and juſtice, and did not ſtick at the viola- 
tion or thoſe laws, which even ſavages hold 
ſacred. I am not ungrateful; and I 


of a man from whom I have received 
marks of friendſhip ; if I were not fatis- 
fied that his kindneſs was calculated ſole- 
ly for purpoſes of blindfolding me, and 


might the more eaſily diſhonour me, an4 
feduce from me thoſe affections which I 
then deemed invaluable. Let his cor- 
reſpondence bear witneſs, whether or no 


Mrs. Sax AH BoxNER, alias Thomp- 
fon; is already well known in the amo- 
rous world; but as ſhe was the grand 
cauſe of all my misfortunes, and of the 
unmerited diſgrace under which I at pre- 
tent _ 1 hope the public will for- 
give 


E137] 
give me, if I am a little diffuſe in draw- 
ing her picture. Her perſon, when I. 
took her out to India, was perfectly 
agreeable and engaging; but ſhe was a 
mere outſide beauty ; ſhe had neither ſen- 
timent nor intellects to captivate a man, 
who would allow himſelf for a moment 
to doubt that ſhe was not all perfection. 
Her charms were of the bewitching kind; 
they infuſed a ſoporiferous poiſon into 
the mind, which benumbed and ſtupified 
the reaſoning powers, and left her ſole 
miſtreſs of the head and heart of her 
lovers. Such was her dominion over me; 
but it not a little ſurpriſes me, that a 
man of Mr, BarwelPs ſenſe and penetra- 
tion could be miſtaken in her. From 
his letters the public may collect, that he 
was a moſt ſentimental admirer of Mrs, 
Bonner; that he wiſhed, in order to riot 
in the extreme of love, to make the ſoul 
equally participate in the pleaſure with 
the body ; and yet of all women ſhe was 
the leaſt capable of pleaſing ſentimen- 

B „ 


[ 16 
ſentimęntally— She was a mere alabaſter 
figure, that could charm the eye without 
LHR touching the ſoul. Her literary correſ- 
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100 pondence ought to have opened the eyes 
3 416 : : . a 
in | of Mr. Barwell, cured him of his paſſion, 


1 and ſaved me from ruin and diſgrace, for 

lh ſhe was completely ignerant, by nature 

wh! dull, and unpoliſhed by education. How- 

N ever, as | was bewitched myſelf, I can- 

not but admit ſome excuſe for Mr. Bar- 
| well, for falling a captive to her beauty: 

| Vil But Jet me aſk even the freeſt votaries to 
| 
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pleaſure, if a man has a right to plead 
the charms of a woman as an exculpation 
Fi for having tarniſhed his honour, broken 

| his word, violated the laws of hoſpita- 
lf lity, and ruined an innocent unoffending 
[1 friend? The greateſt latitudinarians could 
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| I! not dare to acquit him. 

. | 

i! As this Lady has been pleafed to ar- 
100 TEE 43 

i! raign my character ; as ſhe has endea- 


voured to throw a blemiſh on my birth 
and reputation, and has nor been aſhamed 
to calumniate me, by accuſing me with 

having 


A 
—— —— — 


— — 
— — Ae 8 — 22 — 


— 2 2—f —— 2 ˙— —oiulb 
— —— — — — —— 
— 
—— 


— — gd —y—— 
— — . — Wh Ws —ů— —— — Cn 
. LS rr -_ 


— 
—— et 


„„ 
— — — 


"> ————ů ů —— 4K —— 22 —̃ — 


— 
— ͤ— 


Oy ROE w — ng 


— —— 


— * kk rr rr ers — * 
. o 


[ 19 ] „ 
having been the deſtroyer of her virtue, 
and the ruin of her innocence, I hope 
my readers will not deem it amiſs, that [ 
attempt to overturn ſo foul a charge: to 
this end I muſt let them into a little of 
my own hiſtory, and her character, pre- 
vious to our voyage to India. I ſhall be 
as conciſe as poſſible I can ; and as all the 
perſons whom I ſhall have occaſion to 
mention, are ſtill living, my adverſaries 
will have an opportunity to prove me a 


liar, if I advance a ſyllable thar is nor 
ſtrictly true. The reflection thrown on my 
honeſty, by a woman who owes more to 


me, than to the very perſon who gave 


her birth, brings this one conſolation 


with it, that it affords me an opportunity 
to call on ſome of the moſt reſpectable 


characters at the India Houſe, to do me 


that juſtice in public, which they have 
ever been ready to extend to me in private. 


Ir an honourable deſcent were any me- 


tit, I could claim it with juſtice, as I am 
B 2 | the 


Be 
the ſon of a gentleman of good family, 
who gave me a genteel education, and 
plwBkẽced me at the age of ſixteen under the 
ths care of Thomas Bates Rouſe, Eſq; one 
Win | of the preſent directors of the India Com- 
| ly pany. Under him I perfected a Bombay 
1 and China voyage, and returned with him 
| 9 to England in July 1764; what that gen- 
TH tleman thought of my character may be 
collected from this ſingle circumſtance, 
34k not to mention others, that all the time I 
FI! continued with him, he did me the ho- 
| fil Nour to entertain me at his own table, 
j : | 
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421% I was, ſoon after my return,appointed fifth 
1 mate of the Fox Eaſt Indiaman, Capt. 
| i Hume. With this gentleman I made 
All another Bombay and China Voyage, 
| ils and was ſo much eſteemed by him, that 
il I have it to acknowledge, with gratitude 
Wh I now publicly do it, that I frequently 
felt both his Friendſbip and genereſtty. Capt. 
Hume 1s too well known for his probity, 
and 8 to be ſuppoſed capable of 

honour- 
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21 
honouring with his friendſhip, or aſſiſting 
with his purſe, a man whole character 


ſhould render him unworthy of either. 


I MAKE no doubt but the ſanction and 
protection I met with from theſe two very 


reſpectable gentlemen, will induce the 


Public to believe, that the charge of dif- 
honeſty brought againſt my character 1s 
grounded only in malice and reſentment. 


The honourable truſt I faithfully diſchar- 
ged in India, with credit to myſelf, and to 


the ſatisfaction of the Governor and Coun- 
cil, is an additional proof, if an addi- 
tional one is wanting, to eſtabliſh the 


integrity of my reputation. I am happy 


to have it equally in my power to clear 
myſelf from the accuſation, of having 
been the firſt who ever undermined the 


virtue of a woman, who does not appear 


to have ever known what virtue was; as 
to her chaſtity ſhe ſo ſoon forgot it, that ſhe 


might be almoſt ſaid to remember as well 


the firſt words ſheever pronounced, as to re- 
collect the period when ſhe was poſſeſſed 


1 22 ] 
of modeſty; this will appear from the 
following ſhort account of her. 


| VI 
SHE was the daughter of a Mr. Bonner, 
who had been maſter of a ſmall veſſel. 
Wh Her mother being left a widow, when the 
10 child was very young, did not long re- 
| ly main ſingle; but ſoon married one Down- 
lh | ing, a taylor, who ſoon diſſipated what 
04 little property his wife was poſſeſſed of. 
Mi The diſtreſs he brought on the family 
Wk made the mother ſend her daughter to 
ö ſth: ſervice when ſhe was ſcarce turned of fif- 
. teen. She lived with a Mr. Valentine; 
and at his houſe got acquainted with a 
man, who treated her one evening to Sad- 
ler's wells, and afterwards took her to a 
bagnio, and, without her conſent, robbed 
her of that virtue from which ſhe falſely 
accules me of having firſt taught her to 
ſtray. He afterwards left her at the ce- 
1 luebrated Fanny Herbert's, in Bow-ſtreet, 
| where ſhe was introduced to ſeveral gentle- 
10 | men. A diſpute happened there one 
night between our young Helen, Fanny 
} Herbert, 
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L 23 3 
Herbert, and the mother, and whatever 
might have been the cauſe of it, it ended 
in a walk to Covent Garden round- houſe, 
where they all three charged each other, 
and were detained. It was on that very 
night, when heated with wine, and ripe 
for ſport, as moſt young men are, who 
| breaking looſe from the yoke of reaſon, 
entirely deliver themſelves up to their paſ- 
fions, which make them drown every 
ſober conſideration in the purſuit of plea- 
ſure. In this diſpoſition I went out with 
Mr. Farrell, of King-ſtreet, Covent-gar- 
den, who had been juſt ſworn conſtable 
of the pariſh, and thinking the round- 
houſe a place where I probably ſhould meet 
with high entertainment, I begged Mr, 
Farrell to take me with him to it. He did 
ſo, and there for the firſt time in my life 
I ſaw the woman, who has ſince been my 
deſtruction, She was juſt ſixteen years of 
age; and as her figure was very engaging, 
it is no wonder it made an impreſſion on 
a giddy thoughtleſs young man. I wiſh- 
ed to free her from her confinement, but 
$ 4: a 
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that 1 was impoſſible ; the conſtable refuſed 
to diſcharge her, till Sir John Fielding 
ſhould have been made acquainted wick 
the matter. I requeſted however that 
ſhe would give me an interview as ſoon 
aghe ſhould have recovered her liberty; 
and gave her a ſilver pencil caſe, with my 
name on it, that ſhe might not miſtake 
me for another perſon who was along 
with me. She accepted my preſent, and 
promiſed to grant my requeſt. The next 
day ſhe was carried before Sir John Field- 
ing, who diſmiſſed the charge, inlarged 
her, and ſent her home with her mother. 
For the truth of this circumſtance I ap- 
peal to the records of the public office in 
Bow-ſtreet, where there is a minute of 
this tranſaction, which, to the beſt of my 
recollection, happened in October, 1767. 


WureTHER her mother wiſhed that her 
Sally ſhould reform or not I cannot well 
tell; but the promiſed interview was not 


granted, and my pencil-caſe was brought 


to me by a porter. Feeling a very warm 
paſſion for the young girl, I was under 


[ 25 1 
the greateſt anxiety at the diſappointment, 
and made every enquiry, but in vain, to - 
find out her retreat. Chance at laſt ef- 
fected all I wiſhed for. In about a week 


after I had firſt ſeen her, I accidentally 


met her, her mother, and a man, whom 
I had never ſeen before, at the top of 


Northumberland ſtreet in the Strand; the 


man, I afterwards learned, was the perſon 


who firlt debauched her. I immediately 
joined the company, and was informed 


by the daughter, that ſne was going with 
her mother to Weſtminſter- hall on very 
diſagreeable buſineſs, and much againſt 
her inclination. I thought that a favour- 
able opportunity to ſollicit her to go with 
me; ſhe joyfully complied with my de- 
fire, and we both dexterouſly flipped 
from the mother and the man, neither 
of whom have I ever ſince ſeen. We 
paſſed the night at Deptford, and in or- 
der to be ſecure from a purſuit, I took 
apartments at Bromley i in Kent, where we 
reſided for a confiderable time. I had 
been at much expence to ſupport and 

e 


[ 26 ] 
cloathe her, for herprecipitate retreat from 
London had left her with no more cloaths 
than ſhe had on when I met her. I there- 
fore was obliged to make her up an en- 
tire new wardrobe, But the loſs of mo- 
ney and time was not all I had to lament; 
1 ſoon diſcovered that our intercourſe had 
impaired my health; in a word, I ſoon 
found the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon abſo- 


lutely neceſſary. I was provoked beyond 


deſcription at this diſcovery, and inſtead 
of ſeeking my vengeance on her for the 


injury ſhe had done to my health, I felt 


myſelf ſo melted by her tears, fo bewitch- 


| ed by her beauty in diſtreſs, that I could 


not think of revenge; the dumb elo- 
quence of her eyes drowned in tears diſ- 
armed my rage, awakened my compaſ- 
ſion, and procured her pardon. Stoics, 
you may ridicule my weakneſs : but a 
ſon of nature ever will obey the impulſe 
of nature: a beauteous girl, proſtrate at 
your feet, and imploring forgiveneſs, 
would bend the ſtubborn ſoul of the moſt 

| rigid 


[ 27 ] 
rigid philoſopher among you ! Pope knew 
Ou nature, when he ſaid, 


cc Tf to her ſhare ſome female errors fall, 
Look on her face, and you'll forget 'em all.“ 


I REMOvEeD her to town, and procured 
her every alliſtance that her health re- 
quired, I began to think as highly of 
her heart as of her beauty; for I thought 
I perceived a fund of gratitude for the 
tenderneſs I had ſhewn her ; and I give 
her credit for many other virtues, which 
did not fee, becauſe I was of opinion, 
that gratitude is always attended with a 
numerous and virtuous train, I was 
charmed likewiſe with her prudence, and 
concern for me, which would not ſuffer 
her to exceed the bounds which my in- 
come had preſcribed me. I began to en- 
tertain ſome notion of making her my 
wife, and was prevented only by a deſire 
to be acquainted with her heart, and more 
fully ſatisfied of her conſtancy and at- 
tachment, I had reſcued her from 


promiſcuous proſtitution ; and held out, 
| as 
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[28 ] 
as an encouragement to her, the proſpect 
of marriage, which I taught her to look 
upon it as a reward for that place I held 
in her affections, which, I flattered myſelf, 
I had entirely engroſſed. She was till 
deficient in inany accompliſhments, the 
want of which I could overlook in a 
miſtreſs, but not in a wifez and I wiſhed 
to make a longer trial of her before I 
ſhould give her a legal right to that name. 
However, I had no time for that trial ; 
the feafon being come for returning to 
India, I took the ſudden reſolution to in- 
troduce her to my mother and family as 
my wife, anticipating a name, which, in 
a few months, I was determined to give 
her, as I intended then to make India the 
conſtant place of my reſidence ; I left di- 
rections with my mother, to ſend my (ſup- 
poſed ) wife, whom I ſhall henceforward 
call Mrs. Thompſon, together with my 
ſiſter, after me to the Indies; and pre- 
vious to my departure, I recommended 
her education to my mother; who, to 
forward it fas much as poſſible, placed 

|  - 
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[ 29 ] 
her at Mrs. Gruit's boarding ſchool, on 
the Surry fide of Weſtminſter-bridge. 


_ Havins ſettled every thing to my ſa- 
tisfaction, I ſailed for Bengal in the month 
of March, 1768, with very ſtrong re- 
commendations from ſome of the Court 
of Directors in Leadenhall- ſtreet, to 
Mr. Verelſt, at that time Governor of 
Bengal, and meſſrs. Beecher and Alexan- 


1 der, who were of the Council. The mul- 


tiplicity of recommendations to theſe gen- 
tlemen had put it out of their power to 
provide for me in a manner ſuitable to the 
regard they had for the perſons who had 
recommended me; all they could do at 
that time was to appoint me ſecond officer 
on board a freight ſhip, belonging to the 
Governor and Council. Previous to my 
departure from Calcutta, in Feb. 1769, 
I appointed Capt. Cox, whom I had 
known on a former voyage, my attorney ; 
and placed in his hands a ſufficient ſum 
of money, to provide far the reception 
of Mrs. Thompſon and my fiſter, who 
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expected would arrive from Europe dut- 


ing my abſence. I failed on board the 


Vanſittart, Capt. Dixon, a gentleman 
now in England, with whom I finiſhed 
the voyage, in the ſtation which Mr. Ve- 
relſt had procured me. I never was on 
the beſt terms with the Captain, and yer, 
when we parted, he gave me a character 


in nearly the following words, Had 


you not been the careful ſober-perſon you 
was, you __ not been long ſecond offi- 
cer with me.” 


Ar my return to Calcutta from China, 
in Feb. 1770, learned that Mrs. Thomp- 
ſon had arrived in the duke of Grafton 
from Europe, and had been in Bengal 
ſince the latter end of October, 1769. 
My ſuppoſed wife, for as ſuch I introdu- 
ced her to all my acquaintance, and 
were perfectly happy in each other; I was 
bleſſed with an amiable partner, whom I 
found much improved ſince I left Eng- 
land, though not ſo much as I could wiſh ; 
and ſhe found in me a friend, whoſe 

greateſt 


(3: ] 
greateſt happineſs it was to ſee her fatis- | 
fied with her ſituation. United in ſenti- 
ments, in intereſt and love, we had no 
views but for the mutual advantages of 
both. Bleſſed union! too ſoon wert thou 
diſſolved. The deſtroyer of my peace 
and fortune ſaw my fair one; he ſaw her 
with my eyes, and immediately reſolved, 
if poſſible, to compleat his happineſs at 
the expence of mine. The ſacred maſk 
of friendſhip was put on, the more eaſily 
to betray; and while the deceiver was ca- 
reſſing me with one hand, the other was 
ſharpening a dagger, to wound me in the 
moſt tender point. He ſucceeded alas! 
but too well, adultery had for him no hor- 
rors; he ſeduced from me the affections 
of her whom he thought the wife of my 
boſom; and had the wretched ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing an honeſt induſtrious man daſhj- 
ed thro* his means, from ſplendor and - 
opulence, to obſcurity and diſtreſs, from 
reſpect and ſociety to contempt and ſoli- 
tude; in a word, from almoſt ſupreme 

telicity to inexpreſſible miſery of both 
” body 
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„„ 
body and mind.— Be it now mine the me- 
lancholy taſk to lay before the public the 
origin of a connexion that has been my 
deſtruction, and to expoſe the arts, by 
which villainy impoſed on me in the garb 
of friendſhip. | 
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Ir is neceſfary to inform my readers, 
that on account of the ſmall number of 


ji j European ladies in India, a conſtant in- 
ij: Wh | 3 | 
9 tercourſe between families is more encou- 
My tif | 4 WE 
160 raged there than in any other part of the 


world, Society is peculiarly cultivated; 
0 and for this purpoſe every houſe is open 
. in the evening for the reception of ſuch 
viſitors, as wiſh to court the acquantance 
1 of their neighbours, The Europeans all 
if mutually receive and pay viſits; and from 
this practice they all become perſonally 
acquainted, To make Mrs. Thompſon's 
fituation as agreeable as poſſible, and in 
order to introduce her in all the polite 
circles, I readily conformed to a cuſtom, 
which ſerved to baniſh ſolitude, and en- 


wen her hours. To this purpoſe the 
houſe 


[33] 
kouſe: which 1 had directed my apent, 
Capt. Cox, to take for my wife and ſiſter, 
as ſoon as they ſhould arrive, was genteely 
furnifhed, and ſoon honoured with the vi- 
firs of perfons of the firſt diſtinction of 
both ſexes. One evening I was ſtruck with 
the appearance of one of my viſitors, whom 
J had never ſeen before. His addreſs, his 
figure, his deportment, his converſation, 
all ſpoke him at once the man of ſenſe 
and fine gentleman. On enquiry, I found 
my new gueſt was Mr. RichaRD Bax- 
welr, at that time one of the Council of 
Bengal; his rank and influence pointed 
him out to me as a gentleman, whoſe 
friendſhip might be very valuable to me, 
and his engaging manners and affable be- 
haviour, ſeemed to invite me to court it. 
| Specious appearance! How was J deceiv- 
ed by you! Like the inexperienced landf- 
man, who, charmed with the ſmooth, un- 
ruffled ſurface” of the deep, quits the ſhore - 
and truſts himſelf to a ſhip; enjoys with 
pleaſure the calm proſpect that lies before 
him, till che wind riſing, the treacherous 
IG * element 


[34] 
element ſwells beneath his veſſel, nor 
ceaſes to agitate it, till it is daſhed againſt 
a rock, or driven on the ſhore, The 
ruinzd paſſenger then ſees his deluſion, 
and curſes the calm that had deceived him. 
Such exactly was my fate. I took the 
countenance of Mr, Barwell for the pic- 


ture of his mind, and ſoon believed his 


heart to be the ſeat of every moral and 
ſocial virtue, I deemed him a pattern of 
honour and humanity ; nor was I unde- 


ceived, till I but too plainly diſcovered 
he had baſely undermined my happineſs; 


and by meanly repreſenting me to my ſup- 


poſed wife, as unworthy of her ſuperior ex- 
cellence and charms, as not being able ſuffi» 


ciently to diſcern or reward them, he effec- 


tually ſupplanted me in the affections of a 


woman, for whom alone I wiſhed to live. 
He taught her to break the moſt ſacred ties 
of friendſhip, gratitude, and juſtice, and 
made a melancholy wreck of my fortune, 
in the purſuit of an enjoyment which was 
to ſeal his infamy and my deſtruction. 


Bur 


[ 235 1 


Bor to return from my digreſſion. Mr. 
Verelſt, to whom I had been recommend- 
ed, was returned to Europe, and there 
remained no one at the board on whom 
I had any claims for protection. I there- 
fore thought it prudent to gain the eſteem 
of Mr. Barwell, and omitted nothing in 
my power to render him my friend. I 
was pleaſed and flattered to find that he 
met me half way; and I felt the greateſt. 
happineſs in the acquiſition of a friend, 
who promiſed me the whole weight of his 
influence and protection; nor did he con- 
fine himſelf to bare promiſes. He found 
my houſe in Calcutta not ſufficiently com- 
modious, and gave me liberty to re- 
move my family to a country-houſe of a 
Mr. Luſhington, a friend of his who was 
abſent, and who had requeſted Mr.Barwell 
to diſpoſe of it for him in what manner 
he ſhould think proper. Mr. Barwell not 
being able to get either a tenant or pur- 
chaſer, politely inſiſted that I ſhould mak 


uſe of it, till his friend ſhould return. 
C 2 Bur 


— — 
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Bur a little previous to this, I receiv- 
ed a much more ſubſtantial favour thro? 
his influence, Emboldened by repeated 
proteſtations of kindneſs, which I was 
blind enough at that time to attribute to 
friendſhip or humanity, but which I af- 
terwards diſcovered to have flowed from 
a far different ſource, I preſumed to ſoli- 
cit his intereſt to procure me a very lucra- 
tive office, which by the promotion of 
the gentleman who had laſt filled it, was 
then at the diſpoſal of the council. This 


was, to the beſt of my recollection, in 


Auguſt or September 1770. J was not 
miſtaken in the opinion 1 had formed of 
Mr. Barwell's influence, or of his readi- 
neſs to ſerve me. My wiſhes were crown'd 
with ſucceſs; for through his intereſt I was 
appointed deputy pay-maſter to the ſe- 

cond: brigade, and received orders in Oc- 

tober 1770 to proceed with the ſecond 
battalion to Burrampore *. 


* About 100 miles diſtance from Calcutta, 


where part of the troops were ſtationed, 


Mr 


5 


n 


{874 

My gratitude to my benefactor knew 
no bounds; I owed to him my promo- 
tion to an office, which brought me 1n 
7001. a year, and | was ready to devote 
my life for the man, who, as I thought, 
without the leaſt ſelfiſh view, had pro- 
cured me ſo genteel an eſtabliſhment. 
= How deceived was I by appearances ? 
What thanks did I pour forth to a man 
for an act which had nothing leſs in it than 
= generoſity? He had formed deſigns againſt 
my happineſs; and to promote them, it 
= was neceſſary to heap favours on me, in 
= order to prevent ſuſpicion. He ſucceeded 
too well, and I was fo blinded by my 
= gratitude, that nothing leſs, than demon- 
ftration could have made me ſuppole it 
poſſible, that Mr. Barwell could be a 
traitor to honour. But my inexperience 
of mankind made my unſuſpecting heatt 
= give him credit for more virtues than he 

poſſeſſed. 


Isi ED Mrs, Thompſon would pre- 
| pare herſelf to accompany me to my ſta- 
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tion ; but was not a little ſurprized to find 


that ſhe could not be prevailed on to leave 
Calcutta; however, as 1 did not like to 


do the leaſt violence to her inclinations, 
I reſolved to go without her, and leaving 


her and my ſiſter at Garden-houle, a little 
way from Calcutta, I took my leave of 
her and my kind patron, aſſuring the 
former, that ſhe ſhould receive occaſion» 
ally ſuch remittances as would enable her 
to live in a genteel ſtile, nor did I fail to 
keep my word moſt religiouſly, 


Some time after my departure from 
Calcutta, a revolution took place in the 
Council; the number of members was 
reduced, and Mr. Barwell being a junior 


one, was removed from his ſeat; but in 


heu of it, he was appointed ſecond of the 


Derbar, and took up his reſidence at 
Mootigeal, within about ſeven miles from 


the cantonments, where I lay with the 


troops. I ſoon waited on him to pay him 


my reſpects, and to teſtify the happineſs 


* Where the Company's revenues are col- 


I felt 


[29] 


I felt, in having ſo good a friend reſiding 


ſo near me. He received me with the 
uſual marks of kindneſs, and gave me 


an invitation to live with him at Mooti- 


geal. My intereſt and my inclination 
ſoon determined me to accept his obliging 
offer, and under his roof I felt myſelf 
as happy as a man could be, who wanted 
nothing but the company of the woman 


| whom be held moſt dear. Mr. Barwell 


had his views in making his houſe my 
home; but I ther attributed all his kind- 
neſs to the moſt ſincere, and moſt diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip ; the reader ſhalt ſoon 


hear how I was undeceived. 


1 «Ks | enjoyed at Mootigeal, 
was not of a long duration; it was Hon 
interrupted by a Mr. Burgh, a gentleman 


in the Company's ſervice; hs, about 
the month of February, 1771, was ap- 
pointed head-paymaſter of the brigade to 
which I belonged. As many of the gen- 
tlemen with whom he was moſt connect- 


ed, lived in that part of the country 
where I was ſtationed, he applied to the 
24 Governor, 


[ 40 ] 


| Governor, who was his particular friend, 
for leave to order me to Calcuita, that he 
might ſupply my place with the ſecond 
barallion, whilſt I ſhould ſupply his with 
the firſt. As ſoon as I received orders to 
return to Calcutta, I communicated them 
to Mr. Barwell, who ſeemed no Jeſs con: 
founded than I was ſurprized at them. 
He perſuaded me to ſollicit the Council 
for leave to remain where I was, and al-. 
ſured me, that no aſſiſtance that he could 2 
give ſhould be wanting to prevent Mr. 
Burgh from getting me removed. In obe- 
dience to his will, I ſubmitted my pre- 
tenſions to the Burrampore ſtation, in the 
following letter, which I addreſſed to Go- 
vernor and Council, 


Hon. Sir and Sirs, 


As I ſhould be extremely concerned 
for any inadvertency that might expoſe 
me to the cenſure of my ſuperiors, I rake 
the liberty to ſend for your information 
the incloſed extracts of letters to and from 
the pay-maſter of the ſecond Brigade, 

. In 


tat 


In the time of the late Mr. Hutchinſon 


] was appointed his deputy; and by the 
pay-maſter general's orders to pay the divi- 
ſion of the brigade to which Mr. Ham 
was attached; and when the other divi- 
ſion under the particular charge of the 
pay-maſter proceeded to Calcutta, I was 
directed to accompany my diviſion, in or- 
der to march to Burrampore, And | have 
ever ſince my firſt appointment in general 
orders of October, continued to diſcharge 


my duty, with that diviſion. As no pubs 


lic reaſons are adyanced in Mr. Burgh's 
letter, who, with his appointment of the 
pay-maſterſhip, received charge of that 


_ diviſion of the brigade under farmer Pay- 


maſters, for my removal, I ſubmit to your 
conſideration the propriety of my being 
called from my ſtation, and the conſiſten- 
cy of Mr. Burgh's leaving his charge, 
without any public occaſion requiring the 
change; a change under circumſtances, 


it is poſſible may appear to you to proceed 


from Mr. Burgh's fancying and preter- 
ing to pay the diviſion of the brigade, I 
all 


[42] 
am now and have been in charge of, from 


the time or my firſt appointment; a 
change repugnant to the orders | received 


from the pay-maſter-general, which ſta- 


tioned me with that diviſion of the bri- 
gade; a change to be attended with ex- 


pence to the honourable Company, by 


the neceſſary contingencies allowed to and 
drawn by pay-maſters and their deputies, 
on their moving from one ſtation to ano- 


ther; a change that cannot be attended 
with any advantage to the public ſervice, 


but is liable to all the inconveniences that 
have been experienced by the frequent 


ſhifting of the charge of public truſts. 


I have ſaid all this as may poſſibly appear 
to your honourable board, on the change 
Mr. Burgh wants to effect. I therefore 
with the greateſt ſubmiſſion and reſpect, 
ſubmir it to your pleaſure, whether I ſhall 


leave my ſtation at Burrampore, and re- 
pair to the preſidency, becauſe Mr. Burgh 


commands it; or whether I ſhall continue 


in my prelent ſtation, and diſcharge the 


trult 1 have held from my firit appoint- 
ment 
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ment in general orders, and act agreeable 
to the orders of the pay- maſter- general. 


I am, 
Hon. Sir and Sirs, 


Your molt obedient humble Servant, 
J Aprih zi. Henry FRED. Tuoursox. 


Tus refult did not anſwer my expecta— 
tions; for | was at laſt ordered by the pay- 
maſter-general to return to Calcutta, I 
remarked previous to my return, that my 
removal gave Mr. Barwell uncommon 
uneaſineſs, which I attributed cither to 
the ſincerity and warmth of his friend- 
ſhip for me, or to the mortification his 
pride mult have felt, at finding that his 
influence had been loſt with his ſeat in the 
Council, I was wrong however in both, 
as I ſoon after diſcovered. His views 
made my prelence at Mootigeal abſolute- 
ly neceſſary; he therefore reſolved at all 
events to defeat, if poſſible, the deſign 
of Mr. Burgh. He recommended me 
moſt warmly to Mr. Read (who was of 


the Council) gave me reaſon to believe I 
| ſhould, 
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ſhould, through that gentleman's intereſt, 
ſoon obtain leave to return to my batal- 


lion, and inſiſted, that if I ſucceeded, 1 


ſhould not delay a moment to return to 
Burrampore. 


Wir theſe inſtructions I left Mooti- 


geal, and on my arrival at Calcutta, loſt 


no time to wait on Mr, Read, I learned 
from him, that a military committee 
* would ſit within a few days, to whoſe 
5 conſideration my pretenſions ſhould be 


* ſubmitted, if I perſevered in my reſo- 


& lution to lay my letter before them.“ 

But at the ſame time he candidly told me, 
that as Mr. Burgh's intereſt was ſtronger 
than mine, a conteſt with him would pro- 


bably injure me inſtead of promoting my 
deſire; he therefore recommended it to 


me to withdraw my letter, and promiſed 
to uſe his good offices with the Governor, 
to do away the bad impreſſions which my 


. to his friend had given him of 


I ſaw that Mr. Barwell's intereſt was 


bo ſufficient to ſupport me againſt the 


Governor, 
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Governor, and being fully aware of the 
imprudence of expoſing myſelf to the 
danger of incurring the diſpleaſure of the 


Council, I was thoroughly convinced in 


my own mind, that to withdraw my pre- 
tenſions would be the moſt prudent ſtep 
I could take; I was determined however 
not to proceed without my patron's ap- 
probation ; and immediately after my 
conference with Mr, Read, I ſent a letter 
to Mootigeal, with a plain ſtate of the 
affair, and in it I atked the advice of my 
friend, aſſuring him that ſuch was my 
reſpect for him, that let his adviee be 
what it might, I would moſt implicitly 
follow it. To my letter I received the 
following anſwer. 


SIX. 

I AM favoured: by your addreſs, inti- 
mating your introduction to Mr. Read, 
by Mr; Cator, and what paſt on the ſubs» 
ject of your letter to the Governor and 
Council, deſiring my ſentiments, whether 
you ſhould perſiſt, or requeſt permiſſion 

to 
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to withdraw the application you had 
made, To make ſuch a requeſt in my 
opinion will betray a weaknels, and at 
the ſame time can anſwer no end but to 
oblige Mr. Burgh, whoſe kind behaviour 


to you does not merit ſuch conſideration. 


Let the matter reſt with the Council, and 


leave it to the gentlemen, either to redreſs 


what you deem an injury, or to pals it over, 
for in my judgment you ought not to 
trouble yourſelf further about the letter. 
On reading the occurrences of the gar- 
riſon of Fort William for April, I do not 
find that the leaſt notice is taken of Mr. 


Burgh's quitting his ſtation in Calcutta, 


to proceed to Burrampore; if therefore 


he has done it of his own private au- 


thority, and intimated to Mr. Maxwell, 


the * MP MG, that he had authority 


for quitting his ſtation, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
his conduct would be ſeverely repre- 
hended by the Board ; not only for 
quitting in the manner he has done, 
when he knew your pretenſions to the 
Burrampore ſtation had been ſubmitted 


* Military Pay-maſter General, 
to 


tax] 


to the deciſion of the Board, but 


for deceiving the MPM G, who ſup- 
poſing him to be warranted by proper au- 
thority to leave Calcutta, direfted you to 
repair thither, to take upon you the charge 
Mr. Burgh quitted. However this may 
be, I will on no account recommend to 


you, to withdraw your letter, for I think 


it ſhould ſtand. And if the matter ſhould 
be ſettled to your ſatis faction, you had 
better leave Calcutta immediately. I beg 
my compliments to the ladies. 


> A 
Your molt obedient humble Servant, 


RICH. BARWELL. 


Tux will of my friend was to me a 


law; to his advice I ſacrificed my own 
Judgment, and what was more, my in- 
tereſt, I perſevered in my reſolution to 


take the opinion of the military committee 


on my pretenſions to the Burrampore ſta- 
tion, to the great diſpleaſure of the Go- 
vernor and Council, who ſuppreſſed my 

| | letter, 
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retain me with him; and my gratitud 
made me think it à duty to indulge a 


Council, I ſhould have made them my 


[ 48 ] 
Jetter, without referring it to the com- 
mitree, and who, in the moment of their 
reſentment, condemned me unheard, to 
remain with the firſt battalion at Calcutta. 
Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that I 
could have no other inducement to remain 
at Burrampore in preference to Calcutta, 
bot that which aroſe from a deſire to gra- 
tify my friend, who! ſeemed deſirous to 


man, who had procured me the ſtation I 
had filled, and generouſly gave me his 
houſe to live in. On the other hand, Cal- 
cutta had many more charmis for me. By 
reſiding there, I could enjoy the agreea- 
ble company of my wife and filter. i 
ſhould be nearer to the fountain head of 
preterment, and on the ſpot to ſcize every 
favourable opportunity as it roſe, It will 
be allowed likewiſe, that by ſubmitting 
implieitly to the will of the Governor and 


friends; at leaſt I ſhould: not have had 
them for enemies. My oppoſition pro- 
voked 
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yoked their reſentment, and that was more | 


than ſufficient to cruſh an individual, 


My readers will probably labour under 


the ſame miſtake that I did, when 1 at- 


tributed the ſupport I met with from Mr. 
Birwell to friendſhip and generoſity, It 


did not ſtrike me at the time, that it was 
rather novel and ſurprizing to ſee a gen- 
tleman of his rank eſpouſe ſo warmly the 
intereſts of an individual, an abſolute. 
ſtranger, and quite unrecommended to, 
him, The ſame obſervation may have 


eſcaped my readers; I muſt therefore beg 


leave to undeceive them, and ſatisfy them, 
that Mr. Barwell is indebted to them, as 
he was to me, for a good opinion of him, 
when his actions deſerve the worſt, To 
this end, I muſt requeſt they will carry 


their attention a little back ward. 


My readers will recolle&, that while! 


was on my voyage to China, my wife and 
fiſter had arrived in Bengal, My return 
was 1n February, 1770; their arrival 
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L 30-1 
in October 1769. During the interme- 
diate ſpace of time, my attorney, Captain 
Cox had, according to my direction, fur- 


niſhed a houſe for them at a great expence; 


provided a palanquin for my wife, and 
every thing elſe that was neceſſary to make 
her reſidence comfortable and agreeable, 
This can be proved by the original bill 
and receipt of Captain Cox, now in my 
poſſeſſion, That time might not fic 
heavy on her, the above gentleman took 
care to introduce her into all the polite 
circles of Calcutta, as Mrs. Thompfon ; 
and as ſuch ſhe was well received, On 
ſame viſiting party, previous to my return 
from China, her beauty had made a deep 
impreſſion on Mr. Barwell, and he was a 
man of too much gallantry (though bound 
by his rank of member of the Council to 
ſet a good example) to have the leaſt 
qualm of conſcience at Celiberately ſet- 
ting about ſeducing a wife (for ſuch he 


thought her) from her huſband. He made 


and cultivared an acquaintance with her 
before I had ever ſeen him, and before [ 
e had 


51 ] 
had returned from Canton, It was in 
conſequence of this acquaintance that he 
was aſſiduous in paying viſits at my houſe, 
where it was my misfortune to have firſt 
known him. He had already, it ſeems, 
made ſome impreſſions on Mrs. Thomp- 
ſon ; and as it was neceſſary for the ſuc- 


= ceſs of his amours to make me his friend, 


and to prevent ſuſpicion, he reſolved to 


take me under his protection. This ac- 
counts very naturally for the readineſs 


with which he met my firſt advances to 


cultivate his eſteem. Two things more 


muſt be accounted for, my wife's unwil- 
lingneſs to accompany me to Burrampore, 
and the eagerneſs with which Mr. Bar- 
well endeavoured to keep me with him 


at Mootigeal, after having before ſo rea- 


dily agreed to procure me an eſtabliſhment 
that muſt neceſſarily ſend me from him, 
To begin with the Jatter I muſt obſerve, 
that while Mr, Barwell continued at the 


Board, his reſidence was at Calcutta; and 


as the preſence of a huſband might be a 
check on his amours, he piouſiy lent a 
BD: | hand 
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hand to remove me: to concur with his 
views Mrs. Thompſon determined to re- 5 
main at Calcutta, that ſhe might not be 
deprived of the company of a man, who 
began to be agreeable to her. Her vanity, M 
no doubt, was gratified at her conqueſt, 2 
and ſhe was reſolved to draw from it every 
advantage that it promiſed her, When 
Mr. Barwell loſt his ſeat in Council, and 
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was obliged to quit Calcutta, to reſide at 


inviting Mrs. Thompion to Mootigea|, 


 Mootigeal, he formed the deſign of hav- 5 
ing Mrs, Thompſon to live there with A 
him. This was the object he had in view, Ml 
when he infiited, generouſly as I thought, 
that I ſhould make his houſe my home, 
that in the end 1 might myſelf be a cloak 
for his baſe and treacherous deſigns. H: 
knew, that if I ſhould return to Calcutta, 
he could have no plauſible pretext for 


and therefore he adviſed me to write to 


enen and hekiniifdictarcd chal 


very letter which gained me the diſples- Þ 

ſure of the Governor, and afterwards Þ 

recommended it to me to perlevere in 
ſubmic- | 


23 

ſubmitting my pretenſions to the commit- 
tee, contrary to the advice of my friends, 
contrary to that of his friends, who were 
not acquainted with his deſigns, and con- 


trary to the dictates of my own judgment. 


That his real intention was to have Mrs. 


1 hompſon at Mootigeal, is clear from 


almoſt all his letters, particularly from 
that, wherein he informs her, that he had 
cauſed four cloſets to be fitted up in par- 
ticular for her. This therefore, in my 
opinion, diſcharges me from every tie of 
gratitude to him, as it is evident, that in 
all he did for me, he had an eye to his 
own convenience, not mine; and that he 
was ſelfiſh enough, the better to promote 
his purpoſes, to make me expoſe myſelf 
to the enmity of the Governor and Coun- 
cil, which, in other words, was to ſacri- 
fice to him all my future proſpects in life, 


which could be forwarded but by the very 


Council that he had forced me to offend. 


Ir is now a matter of ſurprize to me, 


that 1 could remain as long as I did un- 
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ſuſpicious of my wife's fidelity ; nothing 
but the blind confidence I repoſed in her 
gratitude and attachment, and the high | 
opinion I had of Mr. Barwell's honour, 
could have prevented me from ſeeing, 
that I had long been the dupe of two de. 
ſigning perſons, who had conſpired to 
ruin my happineſs, and cover me with 
diſhonour ; but I believe I never ſhould 
have diſcovered their perfidy, if a mere 
accident had not opened my eyes. 


On my return to Calcutta, I continued 
to diſcharge my duty as pay- maſter, at 
the houſe of Mr. Barwell, which was then 
occupied by a Mr. Cator, who acted 
as agent to my friend. Mrs. Thoinpſon 
reſided with me; but ſuch a change did 1 
perceive in her behaviour to me, that [ 
was abſolutely aſtoniſhed ; and the more 
ſo, as I was unconſcious of ever having 
given cauſe for it. She received me with 
a cold affected embrace, which mortified 
me; and as I ſaw her indifference con- 
tinue, . all my tender aſſi- 

duities 
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duities to remove it, I ſoon felt, that all the 


happineſs which I flattered myſelf I ſhould 
enjoy in the company of my lovely friend, 


was merely ideal; it was vaniſhed, 1 
endeavoured to find out the cauſe, and | 


began to ſuppoſe her coldneſs had arifen 
from my delay to make her my wife: I 
wiſhed to beſtow on her that name; but 
found myſelf not a little embarraſſed on 
that head by the cuſtom of the ſettlement 
of Calcutta, There it is uſual, nay, in 


ſome meaſure neceſſary, in order to give 


a legal ſanction to matrimony, to obtain 
the Governor's licence to be married. 
I would willingly have applied for leave, 
but for one objection; the Governor and 


the whole ſettlement ſuppoſed me mar- 
ried; and I could not apply for a licence, 


without expoſing myſelf to the conſe- 


quences of having offended the pride of 


the fettlers, by impoſing on them my 
miſtreſs for my wife. I wiſhed to gratify 


Mrs. Thomplon's deſires; but I wiſhed 


alſo not to provoke the reſentment of the 


D 4 prudence 
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rere 


ſettlement. Between my love and my 
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prudence I found myſelf in a dilemmay 
from which I knew not how to extricate 
myſelf. An incident however happened, 
which ſoon put an end to my difficulty on 
this head, though at the ſome time it 
plunged me into the deepeſt diſtreſs of 
mind. One evening, while ] fat muſing 
on the ſtep that it would be proper for me 
to take, I, by mere chance, ſaw Mr. Ca- 
tor flily flip a letter into her hand. I 
then, for the firſt time, felt ſuſpicion 
in my breaſt. I then doubted her fidelity, 
but could not conceive, as yet, who could 
be the man who had ſupplanted me in 
her affections. As for Mr. Barwell, I 
never once thought of him ; I would not 
for the world have wounded his honour 
by ſuſpecting that .he could be villain 
enough deliberately to diſgrace and ruin 
his friend. I was reſolved, if poſſible, to 
diſcover the writer of the letter I had ſeen 
delivered to Mrs. Thompſon, and to my 
unſpeakable ſurprize, the following let- 
ters fell into my hands, from which I was 
ſoon convinced, that I had reſpected my 
| friend 
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[5] 
friend for virtues, to which he was not 
only a ſtranger, but an enemy. * 


My deareſt Madam, 


THIS very inſtant, and not before, I 
received your obliging letter of the 5th, 
and I am ſorry to ſay 1 am ſtill in anxious 
ſuſpence about your huſband's ſtay, and 
cannot yet tell whether I ſhall be able to 
keep him here or not. I underſtand Mr. 
Burgh 1s uſing all his intereſt with his 
friends to ſend him up to Burrampore, 
and to order Mr. Thompſon to Calcutta, 
which ſhould he effect, all my proſpects 
of felicity vaniſh at once. No dear Mrs. 


Thompſon am I then to expect to ſee 


here, to render my ſituation agreeable to 


me, nor a hope of thoſe joys beauty only 
can beſtow, What a cruel diſappoint- 


* As ſome of theſe letters are dated from Patna, 
it is neceſſary to inform the reader, that about five 
or ſix months aſter Mr. Thompſon left Mootigeal 
to return to Calcutta, Mr. Barwell had been re- 
moved from the Derbar, and promoted to the go. 
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man they love, and they conſequently 


from jealouſy. Heaven protect me from 


TT 
ment! O how unkind ſhall I think my 
fortune if that ſhould be the caſe; and O 
how will my mind be diſtracted in ab- 
fence! Every thing then that is diſagree- 
able, or can give me pain, will imme 
dlately occur to me. I ſhall fancy you 
every inſtant in the arms of your huſhand, 
and beſtowing on him thoſe kiſſes which 
I] wiſh alone to enjoy. But as that is not 
my lot, why ſhould I repine ? His kiſles 
and embraces, were they not agreeable to 
you, you would not accept, and whilſt 
they afford you pleaſure, why ſhould I 
complain, or deſire to deprive you of 
them? I blame you not, my dear gil ! 
Nature is the ſame in us all, nor mult you 
blame me becauſe I am a little jealous of 
the happineſs of your huſband. All men 
with to engroſs the affections of the woe 


with the woman they love to be incapable 
of receiving any pleaſure but from them, 
This is a human 1nfirmity, and the cauſe 
of thoſe violent paſſions which ſpring 


jealouly ; 


: 


( 59 ] 
jealouſy ; yet though I grieve for the pri- 
vilege of a huſhand, I will bear it as be- 
comes a man who wiſhes you too well to 
deſire you to do any thing that may prove 
your love to him at the total loſs of re- 
putation, No, my dear, dear madam, I 
will never aſk any ſacrifice to my peace 
that ſhall fink your name in the opinion 
of the world. I love you, I wiſh you 
was with me, and your huſband at a diſ- 
tance; but I can never bear the thought 
of your being decried by your own ſex 
and mine. I know it would make you 
unhappy ; is it poſſible then that I could 
be eaſy ? I am certain I could not. I love 
you too tenderly to be unaffected by 
your unhappineſs. Remember me, as I 
remember you. I am, 


My dear Madam, 


Your moſt affectionate, 


March 8, 1771. RICH. BARWELL; 
My 
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My deareſt Madam, 


IF you love, you may eaſily imagine 
how welcome your letters are to me; and 
believe me, I would ſooner receive a line 
from you, on the moſt trifling ſubject, 
than the beſt penned production that wit 
or humour can poſſibly boaſt, To know, 
to be told I am remembered and eſteemed 
by you, touches the affections of my heart, 
which inſtantly tells me, what is there on 
earth ſo valuable, ſo much to be wiſhed . 
for, as the tender regard of the woman 


we love? And that I love you, I think 


my dear Madam you need not be told. 


and yet muſt I continue thus in abſence 
to wiſh to defire your company? Is it not 


poſſible for you to come? What a queſ- 
tion! As if I could not anſwer it myſelf !. 


J have received yours, dated the 13th. 
What a ſtrange, what a ridiculous woman 


| muſt Mrs. Wedderburn appear to the 


world; without a reaſon, firſt to decline 
viſiting you, and again to ſollicit your 


acquaintance as lightly, I do not know 


5 what 


613 
what to think of it, or how it has been 
brought about. To me her conduct is 
perfectly unaccountable, as well as your 


friend Sanderſon. But as love is capable 


of aſſuming a thouſand different ſhapes 
to obtain its end, Sanderſon, I make no 
doubt, wiſhes to ſtartle you, or coax you 
to drop your connexion with me, for the 
greater enjoyment his age and diſcretion 
are capable of affording you! Should 
his arts prevail (which I pray to Heaven 
they may not) I ſhould lament my fortune 
in ſilence, but ſhall not deſiſt from wiſh- 
ing you every happineſs in life. Since [ 
left you, I have often been inclining to 


deſcribe to you the pleaſing dreams my 


amorous fancy has formed in your ab- 
ſence, warm and luxuriant as are the 
thoughts of young men. Your lovely 
image frequently filled my arms at night» 
and as I wiſhed to inform you of the dear 
viſion, and did not know how to do it, 
my genius whiſpered me -— Recite 1t in 
verſe, as the moſt unexceptionable way. 
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The DREAM, and a PgATER to 


Loves, to make it true. 


Mrs. Tromeson, 
THOU lovely cauſe of all my pain, 
Of thee I boaſt, of thee complain! 
By day thou art my darling theme, 
By night my wiſh'd-tor, deareſt dream; 


Then fancy gives what fate denies, 


And every recent joy ſuppiies z 

Reſtores thee back with all thy charms, 
Incircled in my youthful arms : 

Then, how my heart exulting beats! 

I gaze, I raviſh all thy ſweets; 


'My buſy hands all parts explore, 


I feel and feel thee o'er and oer. 
Inſtant my lips to thine I preſs, 

And pleaſe thee with the fond excefs. 
Till kindling with your lover's fires, 
You burn with equal, fond defires, 
And yielding in love's dear conteft, 


You ſtrive, by Being to be bleft, 


Till loſt, abſorb'd in dear delight, 
Each object dazzles on the fight. 


And 
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And leaves me to my miſeries. 
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And through our trembling pulſes move, 
The mighty :ranſports known to love. 


Then, then, in {obs which touch the heart, | 


Ten thouſand joys we each impatt ; 
Then cloſer claſp, as if we'd be 
One body, ſoul, eternally , 

Till loſt in rapt'rous agony, 


We palpitate with extacy. 


And all convuls'd, the murm'ring ſighs, 


The heart felt ſhudder, turn Has — 


Cloſe the ſweet act, and pleaſure dies. 
For ever could 1 wiſh to be 


Wrapt in the plealing lethargy, 


Where lively fancy leaps all bounds, 
And traverſes inchantments grounds 
But, that deny'd day intervenes, 

To tear me from th' enraptur'd ſcenes, 
Waked, I in vain would fleep again, 

In vain the viſion would retain: 

From day your lovely phantom flies, 
Eludes my graſp, cheats my fond eyes, 


The 
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[ 64 ] 
The PRAYER to LOVE. 
THOU mighty pow'r whoſe genial 
ſway, | 
Nature does through her works es; 
Whoſe influence the world controuls, 
Who bend'ſt in ſympathy our ſouls ! 
With pity view the ſuppliant bend, 
And to my wiſh and pray'r attend. 
See with uplifted hands I ſue, 
A reſpite from tormenting woe; 
Then mock not at my wretchedneſs, 
With viſion'd ſcenes of happineſs, 


But clear my gloomy brow of care, 
And to my arms, O give the fair! 


The APOLOGY, 
If aught I've wrote, by you be deem'd amiſs; 
Forgive the freedom of a lover's pen, 


Whoſe mem'ry paints the dear departed bliſs, 
And, till tenacious, does each joy retain. 


Think not the diſtance that divides us two, 


Think on my love that would thy breaſt 1 in- 


flame, 


Think that I wiſh'd to be re- bleſt i in you, 
And this the means to keep alive the flame. 
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So ſhall you pardon each licentious line, 

Fach am'rous thought depicted in my lay, 

80 ſmiling own a love that equals mine, 
And conſtancy with conftancy repay. 
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Here does the Muſe her pleaſing labour end, 
And fondly take a lover's dear adieu! | 
Bids health, peace, pleaſure on your life attend, 


Uncloying bliſs, and joys for ever new. 
R. B. 


You perceive, my dear Madam, how 
much you are in my thoughts, and that 
my love alone is blameable for writing this 
long letter. I hope Mr. Burgh will not 
come up at laſt, Then come, my dear 
Madam, as ſoon as you can inform your- 
ſelf whether Mr. Burgh can get out of 
Calcutta, or not. I have ordered four 
cloſets to be made to my apartments for 
your convenience and accommodation. 
Once more adieu ! Happineſs attend you. 


I am, | 
My deareſt Madam, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
March 16, 1771. R. BARWELL: 
E My 
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664 
My deareſt Madam, 


SINCE writing to you the other day! 
am made happy by your kind and affec- 
tionate letter, propoſing a viſit to your 
devoted friend. My wiſhes lead me to 
urge the accompliſhment of your favour- 
able intentions; for nothing can be a 
greater happinets than to ſee you here and 


claſp you to my breaſt, yet I fear to urge 


it further than I have already, leaſt the 
cenſorious of your own ſex ſhould, by 
their curled prattle give you pain; the 
ſenſe of which might poſſibly leave you 
little, very little reliſh for the company 
of your lover in ſuch a ſtate of mind, 
Suppoling you to be affected by the breath 
of ſcandal, for people will talk. Can [1 
expect to find the indearing tenderneſs 
that ſpeaks the heart to be wholly in- 
groſſed by love? If I cannot find it, oh! 
do not come. I would rather be uneaſy 
myſelf, than have you uneaſy, But thould 
love (as you tell it is) be ſo much my 
friend as to make you deſpiſe the word 

diſcre- 


67 1 
diſcretion, which was never the friend of 


love; I ſay, if you can deſpiſe the goſſip- 
ping of your own ſex, come and take me 


to your arms, and let us paſs the hours in 


ſoft dalliance and joyous tranſports. But 


I talk as if there was no check, as if you 
could be wholly mine. O painful thought! 


you are another's. My bliſs is ſtolen. 
He knows it not, and therefore feels not 
the anguiſh of heart I experienced when 
with my eyes I followed him to the cham- 
ber door, and ſaw him enter it after you, 
Imagination paints the reſt, and cruelly 
torments me with ideas that make me a 
ſtranger to ſleep : and, as I love you to 
excels, my feelings on ſuch occalions are 


not to be wondered at. For though I ſub- 


mit to the ſacrifice you make to Mr. T. 
it 1s impoſſible I can think of 1t with pa- 
tience, I yield to neceſſity, becauſe 
your tranquility demands it. In my laſt 
letter 1 ſaid a few days would determine 
whether Mr. Burgh is or is not to ſtay in 
Calcutta, As you will receive earlier in- 
telligence how that is ſettled by the gen- 
E 2 tlemen 
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[ 68 ] 
tlemen of the Council, than I can poſſi 
bly hear it, be ſo good as to take mea- 
ſures for your viſit to Mootigeal, and may 
every bleſſing attend you, deareſt lovely 
woman, is the ardent wiſh of, 


Your molt affectionate, 


Mootigeal, | RICH. BARWEL 1. 


April 7. 
My deareſt Madam, 


I HAVE read, over and over again, your 
favour of the 7th, and the more I examine 
it the more I am perplext; what expreſſions 


have I uſed in any of my letters to make 


you queſtion the ardour of my love; be- 


cauſe I am io unhappily ſituated, that ! 


cannot execute my intentions of going to 
Calcutta, am I culpable ? Surety my dear 
Madam, you have no juſt reaſon to 
heighten my chagrin at the diſappoint- 
ment I experience. Is it not a misfortune 
ſufficient to have been deprived of your 
company, and to perceive the proſpect I 
had of ſeeing you ſoon, more diſtant than 


I imagined, ſurely it is. Do not then add 
to 


[ 69 ] 
to it by taxing me with indifference, 
Good God ! what a word! what a thought! 
It is im poſſible you could ſeriouſly ima- 
gine ſucha thing; indeed it is unkind ;— 
You do my affections great wrong, and 
your own beauties great injuſtice, look in 
your glaſs; it will convince you, you 
have charms capable of warming old age. 
Can a young man be indifferent to them. 


Look at my actions, and thoſe will con- 


2 vince you J have more love than prudence. 
© I have exerted all my endeavours to effect 
the with of my heart, and I have drawn 
upon mylelf, in the attempt to keep your 
Z huſband here, all that malevolence could 
invent to prejudice me in the eſtimation 
of my friends. Now in promoting what 
end; (anſwer me) have I been ſo much 
© the town's talk? Was it not to be bleſt 
1 with your company; to gaze with plea- 
: ſure on you, and to enjoy the ſweet, the 
ineffable delight of holding you to my 
heart? And in the height of tranſport 
that cannot be deſcribed, my ſoul, high» 
8 ct wiſh has been your bliſs, And how 
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and Council, I hope they will not order 


7 
could it be otherwiſe? | owed to your 
kindneſs the moſt deſirable bleſſing of life, 
and my grateful mind was anxious to re- 
pay it. I hope I have ſaid ſufficient to 
ſatisfy you of my love, and I at preſent 
wait with impatience to know the reſult 
of your huſband's letter to the Governor 


him to go to Calcutta; but of this [ 
am doubtful, He has certainly right on 
his fide ; but as he has written to Mr, 
Burgh in an improper manner, it is pro- 
bable the letter may be uſed to his diſad- 

vantage. I wiſh he had ſhewed it to me 

before he ſent it, However 1 flatter my- 

ſelf Burgh will not ſee the advantage he 
has, and as Mr, T. has promiled to fend 

no letters in future, without my ſeeing 

and proving them, another advantage 

will not be giving to him, What you 

mention about the houſe would be true, 
if there was any perſon inclined to hire it, 

whilſt there 1s not, and I cannot let it, 

what difference does it make to me ? But 

believe there may be ſomething more in 

what 
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what you propoſe than I am acquainted 
with. Has Mr. Cator done any thing to 
diſoblige you? I ſhould be concerned to 
hear he has, becauſe I wiſh him well, and 
am his friend. 


I am, my deareſt, 
Your affectionate and ſincere, 


R. BARWELLs: 


April 10, 1771. 


My deareſt Madam, | 
M UST I then no longer entertain the 


hope of ſeeing you? Does Mr. Burgh's com- 


ing up to Burrampore preclude me entirely 
your company ? Or have you a wiſh, a 
love ſuperior to every other conſideration ? 
However, if you have, I ſhould be un- 
generous or unkind to deſire or expect a 


ſacrifice that muſt render your ſituation . 


unſatisfactory, and put a bar to your wiſh- 
es of being high in the eſtimation of the 


world. Well then, if Mr. T. muſt go 


down, and there is no remedy, I muſt 


bear my lot with all the philoſophy I can 


call to my aſſiſtance; for really the trial 


E 4 1s 


To tp 5 * e ” 8 . 2 7 
f — 4 2 8 j Mts, Y i —_ boy 22 
„ CCC r 
* 75 2 AP 2 3 SE... * r us * 
, "2 bl Wa 30 . PER» pl” antes Mt * NC 25 . * | uh, 3 
* . U 7 4 — LEY 3 2 Be A - I 
atone oY SO IST EST PF TED + ENG. i II . OP 


"IP 3 _ wy as CS * 8 
N 2 CES 7 tae 
8 * 1 a 
os 2 n 2 


. 
ern oe ee oh de OS 1 L a Ser 
1 * ode 4 L * N 4 * 5 
r S * 4 3 
fe VP oOAC ATE TORS I HRC "a 


2 WER . 4 
8 2 2 


boy 
ws 
. 


1 


r 
ow, 3 
9 2 
q W a > At 


< St — 

* 

1 

FE \ py * K 
A nel Sa p dow we — 


r 2 2 2 ; = — 2 wy — Pa 1. 
3 
n . 


29 — 


| 
; 


| 


N 


— 


. 


» * | . 
rn 2 N 
eee 
- Rh SI; 


ha 9 © of g E%% 7 
ment, 89.0 hed ao — 2 


N 1 — - . 
, — erty. or - Ges me A PRESTR, „„ y * * A = a4 8 
% } — L 
SIR * 5 » N q "7 — 
wha 3 


r 1 
* 


. * ens R * © - * 
e * 8 FOE om n 
— 


. - —— rr * - 
3 8 er 7 74 8 
= 2 ren N. 0 4 I r . — 
— 8 r 5 * —— r 8 
E 8 w D - N — N 3 2 pr * 4 s — * — 2 
. k * 3 Gr I v0 0p: ere 
. — — * E © PA Gb. * 


„ 


14 


is ſevere, My concern I need not ex- 
preſs. If you love, you may eaſily ima- 
gine the diſagreeableneſs of my ſituation, 
and the uneaſineſs I muſt feel at the proſ- 
pect of Mr. T's happineſs. My reaſon 
for aſking you whether Mr. Cator had 
diſobliged you, was the deſire you ex- 
preſſed to take a houſe on Mr. T's arrival 
at Calcutta, 


I am, my deareſt, 
Your affectionate, 
April 20, 177177. R. BARWELL, 


My degreſt Madam, 

M hopes are now no more. Mr. T. 
leaves this place in a day or two for Cal- 
Cutta ; I have only then to with you every 
felicity, and 10 try to be eaſy under my 
preſent circumſtances, The danger and 
difficulty of ſending letters to you after 
Mr. T's arrival will prevent my paying 
my reſpects fo often as I have hitherto 
done. I will write to Mr. Imhoff about 
the picture, and wiſh you not to forget 
the promiſe you made me of yours in re- 

turn; 


C731 
turn; I ſhall defire Mr. T. to let Mr. Ket- 
tle take your likeneſs, and to ſend it to 
me when finiſhed. Once more I wiſh you 
every happineſs, and am, 


My deareſt, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
Mootigeal, R. B AR WELL. 


April 24, 71. 


My dear, dear Madam, 

ALMOST from the time I was 
obliged with the laſt letter from your 
fair hand, I have been indiſpoſed with a 
moſt ſevere cold, accompanied by a ſmart 
fever. This has been partly the occaſion 
of my not expreſſing my acknowledg- 


ments to you before, for the friendly con- 


ſideration you have ſhewn in favouring 
me with ſo frank a declaration of your 
ſentiments on a ſubject extremely intereſt- 


ing to the lively affections of a heart 


much devoted to you in all things. As 
this is the caſe, you cannot but ſup;oiz 
that the reflections you have made Gu 
the ſacrifice, your love influenced you to 

1 make 
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_ 
make to my ardent paſſion fill me with 
a ſevere anxiety; but as to myſelf, con- 
demnation can neither acquit me or you 
of an error, if it is an error to love; let 
us, in the name of Cupid, baniſh every 
diſagreeable idea, and dwell only on the 
ſweet extatic bleſſes that flow from the 
delightful gratifications of our loves; 
deſires implanted in us by providence, 
have always been eſteemed innocent of 
themſelves, under proper regulations; 
and, as they do not depend on our- 
ſelves, we mult be ſenſible, that our paſ- 
fions are given us to anſwer ſome great 
end in nature; and, as no human laws 
whatever can ſhackle the affections of the 
mind, when thoſe impel us irreſiſtibly, let 


us remember this truth, — That what- 


« ever 75, is for the bz,” and promotes 
imperceptibly either a general or partial 
good.“ — I ſhall always with grati- 
tude remember the happineſs for which 
I am indebted to your kindneſs; and 
when (but that will never be) I ſhall for- 
get the obligations you have canferred ; 

may 


T1993 


may I prove an outcaſt, and never again 
be made happy in your embraces.—You 
tell me you are glad to find my whole 
happineſs does not depend on your com- 
pliance with my unreaſonable requeſt, 
which you once thought it did; farther 
you ſay, you perceive I am your ſincere 
friend and well-wiſher. Unkind, dear 
woman, why theſe diſagreeable inſinua- 
tions ?—Becauſe my ſincere love will not 
ſuffer me to prejudice you by conſidering. 
myſelf aloneat your expence,you infer, my 
happineſs does not depend upon you; 
ſurely I ſhould be very little worthy of 
your affections, if J could not ſuffer an- 
xiety for your ſake, and that I do ſuffer, 
you cannot doubt, Where 1s the lover 
who knows his miſtreſs fills the arms of 
another, and is a ſtranger to the ſevereſt 
pangs of jealouſy, and the moſt heart- 
rending anguiſh ; certainly, there is no 
ſuch a man. The feelings of men are 
the ſame, and it is with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty I reſtrain myſelf from requeſting 
you to fly for ever from the man whom 
you 
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(75 ] 
you every night embrace. But I am 
iwayed by conſideration for you alone, and 
would ſuffer ten times more to make you 
happy, or preſerve your name in the reſpect 
of the world. I have almoſt come to the 
end of my paper before I was aware; 
heaven preſerve you! | propoſe to hold 
you to my heart before the end of this 
month. I wrote to the Governor for per- 
miſſion to viſit Calcutta by the Dawks.“ 
Do not ſpeak to any one of my inten- 
tions, as I would not have them to ſup- 
| Poſe I wrote to you, Adieu! my deareſt 
Madam, 4 
Your moſt affectionate and ſincere, 


Auguſt 11,1771 R. BARWELL, 


My deareſt Madam, 


I WAS much hurried when I replied to 
your letter laſt night, and this is the firſt 
hour that I have been without ſome trou- 
bleſome viſitor to wiſh me well, and aſ- 
ſure me how glad they are to fee me, 
when, if the truth was known, they con- 
cern themſelves as much about my wel- 


fare 
* Poſt. 


L277 3 
fare as the chair now before me. I hate 
all ſuch grimaces, proteſſions of eſteem, 
reſpect and love, made without any known 
ſufficient cauſe to excite men to make 
them, diſguſts me extremely. But at the 
ſame time I diſlike all attempts to flatter 
me into a belief of an attachment to me. 
I ſee no reaſon for, I am extremely hurt 
when I find not my affection returned 
with equal warmth by thoſe whoſe love I 
wiſh to poſſeſs. The coldneſs of your 
letter therefore (you may imagine) has 
given me much pain. When I write to 
you, (be it on the moſt trifling occaſion) 


ſome of the tender emotions of my heart 


are viſible in ſome part or other of my 
letters addreſſed by me to you ; you'll 
find expreſſions full of tenderneſs and 
love. Believe me, I ſcarcely ever think 
of you but with a ſenſibility of paſt de- 
light, And, while I regret ſeverely the 
loſs of thoſe delights, all your beauties 
ſtrike my imagination, and torment me 
at once with jealouſy and envy. Such 
are my feelings when abſent from you. 
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(33 ] 
if then you regard me with the paſſiori 
you have at times given me reaſon to think; 
you entertain for nie, (unworthy as I am) 
why will you not indulge me, by telling 
me over and over again, how much you 
love? Repctitions of this nature are al- 
ways gratetul to thoſe who are inſpired 
with a tender attachment, as they mult 
anxiouſly wiſh to find it prove reciprocal, 
Although I wiſh and hope i am molt dear 
to you, whatever I may imagine other- 
wile, it would ill become me to blame 
or reproach you for a change, for as the 
affections of the mind are involuntary, an 
object may appear to you more deſerving 
of them than the man your preſent par- 
tiality has been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh, 
In theſe ſentiments, though I may lament 
a revolution in your heart, as the greateſt 
misfortune that could befall me, yer I 
would not have you keep me in ignorance 
of it when it ſhall happen, Write to me 
how you paſs your time, and who pays 
their compliments to you; and not only 


that, but I would know whether you ſleep 
| with 
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with miſs, or in your own room, every 
afternoon and night. It is a truth (for I 
feel it) that I am concerned in every thing 
that concerns you, Yet believe me, I 
deſire nothing leſs than to deprive you of 
any pleaſure you would edjoy, although 
] wiſh to know what pleaſes you. Adieu! 
every joy await you. 


Jam, my deareſt Madam, 


Your affectionate and ſincere admirer, 
Sept. 18, 1771. | 


My deareſt Madam, 

I TAKE up the pen without having a 
ſubject either amuſing or inſtructive to 
write to you upon. A leiſure hour, and 
that inclination which I have to be always 
preſent in your mind, are my only incite- 
ments. I fear however that this my de- 
fire to be ever in your memory will neither 
preſerve me in it, nor ſecure to me your 
affections. When I was laſt with you, 
aſk yourſelf, did you entertain me with 
that warmth which marked our firſt ac- 
quaintance? You are conſcious you did 
not, 
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not. 1 did not, however, chuſe to ob- 
ſerve it to you at the time, becauſe I was 


x « 


willing to be as happy as I could, and be- 


cauſe I ſhculd have been leſs ſatisfied, if 


upon any word from me you appeared to 
affect a greater pleaſure in my company 


than you had ſhewn before I ſpoke to you. 


A diſcerning lover watches every tender 
emotion of his miſtreſs's heart. Her ſub- 
miſſion to his embraces, believe me, my 
dear Madam, does not complete his 


wiſhes; for, as his chiefeſt and moſt ſub- 
lime pleaſure depends on his power of 
communicating bliſs to the beloved fair 


one, he feels a diſappointment when he 
experiences that to the warmeſt raptures 
{the returns not equal ardours, but can be 


languid and half indifferent in the midſt 


of the moſt extatic enjoyments. Poſſi- 


bly I complain without a juſt cauſe; if I 


do, you have been unkind both to me and 
to yourſelf. Rectify then, at our next 


meeting, this miſtake; for know, that 


when you give a looſe to all the overflow- 


ings of your heart, and are loſt in the 


ſweeteſt 
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ſweeteſt extacies of bliſs, that then you 
appear the moſt lovely in my eyes; for 


as in thoſe moments I ſhare in the delight- 
ful delirium, I fancy you muſt love, or 
I muſt love, or I could not pleaſe. I am 


anxious to hear from you, Farewel my 
deareſt, deareſt Madam, 


Your very affectionate friend, 
Sept 23, 1771. 


My deareſt Madam; 

IT appears an age fince I had the plea: 
ſure of a letter: Indeed for theſe ten days 
paſt 1 have not had any opportunity of 
getting the leaſt intelligence of my friends. 
I own 1 flatter myſelf with hopes upon 
my arrival at Mungheer; and if I do not 
then hear from you, and have all my 
doubts arid anxieties removed, I ſhalb be 
moſt unhappy. This love is the devil, I 
think it never ſuffers its votaries to be 
ealy, When lovers are abſent one from 
the other, they have a thouſand perplex- 
ing fears, and when they are together, 


F they 


_ * 
1 re . r 
4% « 4 * "> _ 
* 


251 - of . Po 2 

40 8 A. A 

8 — 
n 


Nr 
— nk a 3 
FN I ane 


KS 
MM 1 K+ x 
Hr V-Y . 4 8 1 
ES 5. TTY 
OY om ot -2 


e 
% % SF 


b = . 
<P. 22 8 
2 4 jo 1 
2 


52 
* Pak 
* * 
2 * Ly 
by 
. 
' % * 


n 


* —__ U * 
e 2 od a” 
ern — 


5 12 
. 
NK 
1 


— = 
2 
. 


— 
* - 5 

4+, aa 1 * — 

F RITES 
1 1 & 


* 3 oa * — e 
e "a * 
3 


9 


2 


n 


7 


443 
5 rern 
n 


ö 
| 
F 
} 
0 
| 
[ 
j- 
10 


l 82 5 
they have till their diſquietudes. I re- 
member, in the height of my felicity, 
when I ought to have been ſatisfied and 
ſubmitted to my fortune with the mind of 
a man, how like a fool I have ſuffered 
my imaginations to be diſturbed by every 
little noiſe I have heard in the next room 
to me has gone to my heart. I have bit 
my lips, toſſed, tumbled, ſhifted my pil- 
low a hundred times, and yet in diſpute 


of all the reaſon I pretend to, I have been 


unable to compoſe myſelf to ſleep, until 
mere wearineſs and vexation have cloſed 
my eyes. This really is a juſt picture of 
what my affections for you has made me 
ſuffer often and often, when I was in Cal. 


cutta; and yet I would not eaſe my heart 


of ſuch an oppreſſive load, by influen- 
cing you to be entirely mine, No! I 
would rather continue to ſuffer than low- 
er you in the opinion of the world, A 
great judge of human kind, ſpeaking of 
the pleaſures and glories on which men 


and women place ſuch value, fays, 


„ Abſtract 
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Abſtract what others feel, what others think; 
All pleaſures ſicken, and all glories fink,” 
As if no pleaſure and no glory could be 
noyed, it we had not the approbation of 
dthers. I am well in health; I reached 
this place in the evening. In four days 
more l may arrive at Patna. Let me hear 
from you often, and continue me your 
hoſt tender * 


I am, my deareſt; 
| Your moſt affectionate; | 
|, Boslepere, R. BARWEL L. 


Wot, 8 1771. 


My deareſt Madam, 


| I DARE fay you'll think me extieniely 
troubleſome, and imagine you have ſome 
feeſon to find fault with the reſtleſsneſs of 
my temper, when you underſtand my 
ind is ſtill very far from being eaſy. 
The letter you have favoured me with, 
$ indeed more kind in its ſuperſcription 
Ban the former one; yet I ſtill am unſa- 
G5fied, Some points which my heart 
wells upon as material ones, are not fo 
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hurt by this, becauſe a letter ſpeaks with, 
out ſubjecting to the confuſion of bluſhe, 
and, of courſe, gives us a latitude to pai 


to you? I canonlyanſwer to ſuch a queſtio 
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ſelves that what they deſire may be, i 


[%] 


much as noticed by you. I am the mon 


out the fond effuſions of the heart. To 
aſk me if I can doubt that I am moſt dex 


that I ui to be moſt dear to you. Whe 
ther I am or not, you my dear friend 


ban way A ©. ww > tend 


miſtaken, and too apt to flatter then. 


really as they wiſh.—I propoſe to lear 
this place in the evening, — being environ 
ed with viſitors, I am neceſſitated to mak 
this as ſhort as poſſible. Remember m 
as I remember you, Farewel; 


I am, my deareſt Madam, r 


Your moſt affectionate friend, b 


Mu | L EY | | 
G, R. BAR WEL 


L 
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My deareſt Madam, 


Don | 
i. SINCE the receipt of your laſt letter, 
e! have often looked at thoſe which pre- 
you ceeded it. 1 thought them kind and 


You affectionate. My ſhort anſwer which I 
do not ſuppoſe you have received, will 
[point out to you how much you diſtreſſed 
by what you were pleaſed to write me re- 
lative to the picture; in which inſtance 
I frankly muſt own myſelf to be culpable; 
for I ought moſt undoubtedly to have 
written to Mr. T. in reply to his addreſs. 
Whether you ſhall think me deſerving of 
forgiveneſs for ſuch an omiſſion, I can- 
not tell, There is a degree of diſplea- 
ſure ſo ſtriking in your letter, that I al- 
| moſt fear you are offended with me, 
though, believe me, I never meant to 
give you offence. But as from trifles, 
miſunderſtandings have been occaſioned 
| betwixt the ſincereſt lovers, I could wiſh 
to hear from you as ſoon as poſſible. To 
bave my fears diſpelled by ſome expreſs 
ſons of kindneſs, Love, I have heard, 
| — T9 has 
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has a good memory. You cannot ſurely 
then have forgot what you lately ſaid t 
me. The words of your letter ate 
theſe, « Let me beg you'll make your. 
« ſelf perfectly happy, if it is i 
* my power to make you ſo. Deſire 
* what you pleaſe, 1 will not refule it 
* nor ſay it is unkind, becauſe I will nat 


© believe that reaſon and inclination do 


e not always go together,” I do ng 
know whether you can ſeriouſly mean, by 
expreſſing yourſelf in this manner, to an- 
ſwer my utmoſt wiſhes ; but believe me, 


my dear, you have almoſt encouraged me 


to make a requeſt that 1am apt to think 
you would not have complied with, orif 


complied with, would have expoſed me 


to the reſentment of Mr. T—, and to 
the reproaches of the world ; and that 
would have involved you by the loſs df 
reputation and character, and I confeſs] 
have too much affection for you, ſhoull 
that ever be the caſe, not to have con- 
ſtant uneaſineſs ariſing from the thougit 
of your eſteeming me to be the cauſe of 

your 


1 
your being low in the opinion of the 
world. 1 have marked, dear woman, in 


your temper a degree of pride, that can- 
not bear the contempt of the cenſorious. 


Lou feel every little ſneer; and even on 
the footing on which you have hitherta 


indulged me with familiarity, anſwer me 


truly, have you not ſometimes thought 


you ſacrificed too much for me ? and that 
all the endearments of loye were but a 
poor requital, to obliterate from your 


mind the pain you felt from the unkind, 


ungenerons manner in which your con« 


duct was aſperſed by the ill-natured part 
of your own ſex? If it were ſo, then 


how would it be, when an imprudent 


compliance with my wiſhes, put it beyond 


your power ever to regain the eſtimation 
in which you wiſhed to be held by the 
world. You know not how long 1 might 
be dear to you, for love is not in our own 
option. You might be unhappy, and I 
ſhould be upbraided, I will not therefore 
aſk it, however much I may wiſh, or be 
anxious for your company, You may 
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have heard that I had hopes of going, 
and very ſhortly, to Calcutta, but all 
thoſe hopes are now vanithed ; I am ob- 
liged, on account of public commiſſion, 
to poltpone my intention of ſeeing my 
friends. 


Your very affeRiopate, 


a 


| My deareſt Madam, 


I Tranx you for the many letters with 
which you have indulged me. Aſk your- 


ſelf if you have not been very kind to a 


very good for nothing fellow ? I dare ſay 
you'll think you have, and that I have 
all the reaſon in the world to be ſatisfied 
with the affections you bear to me. Well 
then, I muſt not complain; I will pleaſe 
you, and no more chide you for your ſi- 
lence ; but remember, I claim the ſame 
privilege, and though | confeſs it will be 
a reſtraint upon me, not to write to you 
when I have a leiſure minute, and regret- 


ting paſt times, and thinking of the many 


bleſſings I have enjoyed in the poſſeſſion 
of your beauties, yet will 1 ſooner bite 


off 


[89] 
off my fingers than trouble you with a 
letter. Now, how I could curſe! What 
a hard fortune is mine | Muſt the woman 
1 love be obliged to ſubmit herſelf to the 
embraces of ſuch a man as Mr. T. never 
was beauty ſo ill matched, and paſſion 
like mine ſo ill requited; yet I endure all, 
and more than I can bear; for I endure 
not a man, but one who has the mere out- 
ſide, a moiſt uneouth ſemblance ot hu- 
manity, a downright man-machine to en- 
joy my miſtreſs, the darling of my heart 
and pleaſure of my eyes, on whom I 
could gaze all day with ineffable delight, 
and to give all pleaſure to whom is the 
greateſt, chiefeſt, happineſs of my life. 
Indeed I love you molt dearly. It is 
true J ſaid you had your ſex's arts, and I 
had reaſon to ſay ſo, When [I firſt pro- 
feſſed my regard, I hoped to find you a 
woman; if you have proved ſuch, do 
you think you are the leſs dear to me. — 
With all your faults, you are molt near 
to my heart, For my lake then, do not 
kiſs Mr, T—, except when you are com- 


pelled 
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pelled to it. Reflect, time and uſe ruing 
the moſt brilliant beauty; and that to 
preſerve the pregnancy of your charms, 
your lover ſhould think they have been 
waſted away in delights for him, and not 
for another. 


I am, my deareſt, 
Tour moſt affectionate, 


Patna, R. BAR WE. I. 
Oct, 13, 1771. 
My deareſt, 


M laſt will inform you of the unea- 
ſineſs I felt at your ſilence; and proceed- 
ing indifference. Tour letter, which is 


juſt received, you may therefore imagine 
was moſt welcome. There is, neverthe- 


leſs, a ſomething that dwells upon my 
mind, which gives me, at times, more 
or leſs anxiety, for with all the aſſumed 
eaſe, and the inclination I have to pre- 
ſerve to you the reſpect of the world, I 
ſhould not be a man, if I could view 


with unconcern the woman 1 love, in the 
arms 


{ 91 ] 


arms of another; it is therefore in you 
a kindneis to attempt to ſooth the an- 
guiſh I feel. The ſacrifice I make to diſ- 


cretion, and which proceeds from my 
eſtimating your peace of mind, above any 


felfiſn conſideration, ſhould render me 
ſurely more dear to you; far if I conſi- 


dered myſelf alone, I ſhould not have 


heſitated a moment to take advantage of 
your compliance, Your tenderneſs, your 
beauty and my paſſion all coincided to 
intoxicate my ſenſes, and puſh me to deſire 
a a ſeparation between T. and you, (which 
my reaſon approved,) but, as J ſaid be- 
fore, I choſe rather to ſuffer than by bleſ- 
ſing myſelf with a companion fo dearly 
beloved as you are by me, to deprive 
you of many little enjoyments and plea» 


ſures which ariſe from ſociety, and which 


when loſt, might have been ſeverely felt 
and regretted. The heart is by no means 
to be wulted ; when in poſſeſſion of moſt 
things, it wiſhes for what appears trifling, 
and we think we can eaſily part with; 

no ſooner do we loſe it, than we are im- 


mediately 
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mediately ſenſible it conſtituted a part of 
our happineſs. Believe me, my dear, ir 
requires a degree of firmneſs and philo- 
ſophy to be bleſſed in our own opinions 
only, as Mr, Pope has ha, VOY re- 


marked, 


& Abſtrat what others feel, wie 2 think,” 
* All pleaſures ficken, and all glories ſink ; 
4, Nor virtue male or female we can name, 


But what will grow on pride, or grow ox 


« ſhame,” 


I this is the caſe, and I ſhould ſee your 


countenance clouded wich diſcontent, and 
a ſecret repining at the ſacrifice you had 


made to gratify my paſſion, by with- 


drawing yourſelf from Mr. T. and the 


world ; do you think I could have been 
pleaſed ? The felicity of lovers depend on 
each other; and all the pleaſures that en- 
dear human life, there is none equal to 
the power of pleaſing, How then ſhould 
I lament, if I found you whom I have 
the greateſt ambition to ſee happy, re- 
ceive my endearments with a heart pain- 
ed by the world's neglect; I break off 

abroptige 


E 


abruptly, becauſe my company call me 


to attend them at ſupper. It muſt have 
been by ſ6me accident that my letter fell 
into Mr. Debuke's hands; for I have al- 
ways incloſed them to Mr. Cator. Fare; 
well, remember, when you are in com- 
pany with Mr. T. behave as if you were 
abſent. Continue to think of me by day, 
by night, want me, dream of me, ex- 
pect me, wiſn for me, be wholly with 
me. In ſhort, be my very ſoul, as I am 
yours. Once more, my deareſt, 


Your molt ſincere and affectionate, 


OR. 20, 1771. R. BAR WELL. 

I AM much obliged to you for the 
ruffles you have been ſo kind as to ſend 
me. And much more ſo for the flatter- 


ing aſſurances of the permanence of your 
affection. Nothing can be ſo welcome to 


me as the repetition of that wiſhed-for 
expreſſive word I love from your pen. 
Believe me, I do not think you can write 
too often, or can I ever read it but with 

infinite 
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inſinite pleaſure. Is there any thing (6 


near to my heart as your love? What- 


ever then may ſpeak its warmth, cannot 


fail to be acceptable to me. It is your 


coldneſs alone that I have or ſhall ever 
complain of, Oh, do not then give me 
caule the next time we meet to entertain 
thoſe doubts that have perplexed and hurt 
me ſo muci of late; but when my good 
fortune brings me to you, receive me 
with all the fire and ſprightlineſs of youth; 
and inſtcad of a languid enjoy ment, ſtrain 
me cloſe to your breaſt, raiſe the bleſſings 
you confer on me by the livelineſs of 
your embraces, feem to know nothing, to 
feel nothing but the joys in poſſeſſion of 
that moment. In ſhort; give yourſelf. ſo 
entirely up to the ſweet delirium of love's 
deareſt extacies, that I may think you 
have not a wiſh beyond it to be gratified, 


and then you will make me fully happy, 


at leaſt for a time; for 1 ſhall flatter my- 
ſelf you are at that time wholly mine, and 
that while you can be pleaſed with me to 
a moſt delightful exceſs, you will always 

wiſh 


[95] 
wiſh for me as ardently as I can poſſibly 
deſire to be happy with you. It is the 
giving and taking in a mutual return that 
inhances the ſweeteſt pleaſures, and raiſes 
thoſe bleſſings which lovers only can be- 
ſtow on each other. — Ironical Writings, 
which you blame me for, I do not recol- 


let to have been guilty of. L wiſh there- 


fore you had pointed to thoſe particular 
parts of my letter that was diſpleaſing to 
you; it never was my intention; and you 


muſt know, that I never had the leaſt incli- 


nation to give you a moment's uneaſineſs. 
So far am] from being ſo diſpoſed, that the 
end of all my endeavours is to promote 
your felicity. In your letter before that, to 
which J have replied, you have obſerved 
I anſwered to you on your deſtring to hear 
from me. What ſignifies writing? I can 
only repeat the ſame thing over and over 
to you. In making ſuch a reply, did I 
rot give you the ſtrongeſt proof poſſible of 
the ſincereſt attachment and acknowiedg- 
ment to you, that my mind was ſo entire- 
ly engroſſed by you, that I could write 

to 
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[96] 
to you of nothing leſs than my paſtion; 
and that as 1 could not addreſs you with- 
out the tendereſt ſentiments rifing up in 
my boſom, love alone would be the ſub. 
ject of all my letters to you. That J 
ſpoke but the truth in this particular; 
read every little epiſtle of mine, and thoſe 
will convince you (can I ſay the ſame with 


reſpect to the letters I have reeeived from 


you !) I hope, however for the beſt, and 
that I am, what I wiſh to be, moſt dear 
to you, — Farewel, 


I am, my dear, 


Your moſt affe&tionate; 


Nov, 8, 1771. = R. BAR WELL. 
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ArTER I had read the above letters: 
felt my reſentment and indignation riſe 
againſt the feducer ; but how could I 
gratify either, on a man who was poſſeſſed 
of ſufficient power to cruſh me. I there- 
fore thought it moſt prudent to diſſemble 
with him, and not to let him know any 
thing of the diſcovery I had made, As 
to Mrs. Thompſon, I learned from her, 
that having ſet her heart on going to 
Mootigeal, ſhe could but receive me with 
indifference on my arrival from thatplace, 
as my return had entirely deranged the 
plan of happineſs ſhe had formed with 
Mr. Barwell. She was however too near 
my heart to be ſhaken off; I felt a ſtrong 
advocate for her in my breaſt; and as I 
had brought myſelf to think that ſhe 
never would have liſtened to the addref- 


fes of Mr. Barwell, if he had not taught 


her to think deſpicably of me, I was re- 
folved to ſhew her that he had done me a 
flagrant injuſtice, as I was capable of act- 
ing both generouſly and heroically. I 
told her I would forgive what was paſt, 
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„„ 
if ſhe would entireiy withdraw herſelf 
from the ſiglit of her ſeducer by return- 
ing to Europe; and that for her ſupport, 
Z would allow her out of my ſalary 200 l. 
a year. She ſeemed firuck with my ge- 
neroſity, and conſented to return to Eng- 
land; preparations were accordingly ma- 
king for that purpoſe, when an event 
happened, which ſoon made her change 
her mind. Mr. Hoare, one of the gen- 
tlemen of the Council, died juſt at that 


time, and his death made a vacant ſeat 


at the board, to which Mr. Barwell was 
appointed: this ſoon called him from 
Patna to Calcutta; and with him all Mrs. 
Thompſon's fondneſs for him returned, 
and ſhe abſolutely refuſed to go to Eng- 
land.. As I had before determined, I diſ- 
ſembled with Mr. Barwell, and with ſtill 
more reaſon, as he was become ſtill more 
powerful. But it was impoſſible for me 
to feign ignorance long, Not fatisfied 
with ſtolen embraces ; not contented with 
what he thought private adultery, he was 


determined to flaunt it in the face of day: 


he 


= to 1 

| he was reſolved to enjoy the fruits of his 
ſeduction without controul, and publicly 
to glory in his triumph. In a word, 
every degree of reſerve and decorum was 
ſoon thrown off, and a free looſe was given 
to their criminal paſſion, I had taken 
care to prevent my ſiſter from being a 
witneſs to ſuch a ſcene ; and finding Mrs, 
Thompſon to be an unfit companion for 
her, becauſe ſhe was irreclaimable, I per- 
ſuaded her to return to England ſoon af- 
ter ] had made the fatal diſcovery, 


IxsulrED daily as I was by my wife's 
irregularities, there remained but one ad- 
ditional inſult, which ſhe could offer me. 
My preſence was diſagreeable, and ſhe 
| did not bluſh to propoſe to me one day 
| that J ſhould leave India, and accept of 
an annuity, which Mr. Barwell, ſhe ſaid, 
vas ready to ſettle on me. I was ſtunned 
with the propoſal, and was for fome time 
| before I could recover ſufficient ſpeech to 
| tell her how I deſpiſed her and her offer, 
She verycoolly replied that I was my own 


(3 2 maſter; 


at 
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. maſter ; and might accept of the props, 
ſal, or reject it, juſt as I pleaſed z but that 
for her part ſhe would no longer live with 
me; and that if I would not quit India, 
ſhe would inform Mr. Barwell that ſhe 
was not my wife; and thus free both 
. herſelf and him from reſtraint, This 
threat, gentle readers, I heard as a thun. 


der clap; I could ſcarce believe my ſen- 
ſes, and my aſtoniſhment was not to be 


deſcribed. I ſoon ſaw the horror of my 


ſituation, and the ruin of my fortune, 
I had already forfeited the good will of 
the Council; and I was threatened with a 
diſcovery, which would have rendered 
every lady and gentleman in the ſettlement 


implacable againſt me, for having im. 


poſed on their acquaintance a harlot as 


my wife. Their indignation would have 


baniſhed me from ſociety, and not a per- 
ſon who had any reputation would have 
been ſeen in my company. My employ 
ment of courſe would either be taken from 
me, or I ſhould have been obliged to re- 


ſign it, to ſtarve in a ſtrange country, 


where 


[ 101 J 
where I could not find a friend, and where 
every countenance would be armed a- 
gainſt me. Say, candid readers, what 
could 1 have done in ſuch a fituation ? 


What would you have me to have done ? 
Conſider, it was not a wzfe I was deſired 


to give up; it was a monſter, a proſti- 
tute, whom indeed I once thought might 
have been made worthy of that name. I 
had been at a very heavy expence to 
clothe, ſupport and educate her in Eng- 
land; to carry her to India; to maintain 
her there in an elegant ſtile. Say, rea- 
ders, was it a crime to renounce all claims 
to a woman who renounced me? And to 
get ſome compenſation for all ſhe had coſt 
me; for the 700 1. a year ſhe was about 
to make me forfeit, and for the fortune 
which was within my graſp, when ſhe 
daſhed it from me? I do not think the 
impartial will blame me, when I ſay, that 
| at laſt, through neceſſity, agreed to con- 
ſent to the terms propoſed me. 


| Ts ungrateful woman had two chil- 
dren, whether by Mr. Barwell or me, ſhe 
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[ 102 ] 
beſt knows. In my agreement, I did pot 
forget their intereſts ; and the mother wa 
not unmindful of her own, A deed of 
truſt, a copy of which 1 is here annexed, 


for 10,000 J. * was executed to Warren 
Haſtings 


* Know all men by theſe preſents, that 1 Rich- 
ard Barwell, of Calcutta, at Fort William, in the 
kingdom of Bengal, Eſq; am held and firmly bound 
unto Warren Haſtings and Robert Sanderſon, of 
Calcutta, in the kingdom of Bengal, Eſqrs. or the 
ſurvivors of them in truſt, for and to, and for the 
uſe of Sarah Thompſon, the wife of Henry Frel, 
Thompſon, alſo of Calcutta, in the kingdom cf 


: Bengal, and the children on her body begotten, in 


the penal ſum of ten thouſand pounds ſterling, lay- 
ful money of Great Britain, for the payment where- 
of to be well and truly made to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and Robert Sanderſon, Eſqrs. or the ſur- 
vivors of them, or their executors or adminiſtra. 
tors, or the executors or adminiſtrators of the ſur- 
vivors of them, I do hereby bind myſelf, my hers, 
er adminiſtrators firmly by theſe preſents. In wit- 
neſs thereof I hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal in Cal. 
cutta aforeſaid, this twentieth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy-two. 
 Wurereas the above bound Richard Barwell, 
for the great love and affection he bears to the 
above 


| ſterling, lawful money of Great g 
on or immediately after the de 
ſaid Henry Fred. Thompſon, by even and equal 


[ 103] 


Haſtings and Robert Sanderſon *, for the 
payment of 3000 J. to Sarah Thompſon 
and her children; and an annuity of 

300 l. 


above named Sarah Thompſon, the wife of Henry 
Fred. Thompſon, and her children, and for divers 


other cauſes and conſiderations him thereunto mov- 


ing, hath reſolved to provide for the maintenance 


of the ſaid Sarah Thompſon, and her children, 


after the death or demiſe of the ſaid Henry Fred. 
Thompſon, by the ſum of five thouſand pounde 
ain, to be paid 
or demiſe of the 


proportions, ſhare, and ſhare alike, betwixt the 
ſaid Sarah Thompſon and the children on her bo- ; 
dy begotten, or the ſurvivors of them. 


Now the condition of this obligation is ſuch, 
that if the aboye bound Richard Barwell, his heirs, 
executors, adminiſtrators, ſhall and do well and 
truly pay, ar cauſe to be paid, unto the above 
named Warren Haſtings and Rob. Sanderfon, Efqrs, 
er the ſurvivors of them, their executors, ad mini- 
ſtrators, or the executors or adminiſtrators of the 
G 4 ſur- 
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Mr. Barwell not liking to truſt perſons men- 
noned by me, appointed Meſirs, Haſtings and San 
derſon truſtees, wi;hout theix knowledge, 
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zool.“ was ſettled upon me. I was bound 
on my ſide never to moleſt or trouble 

8 Mr. 
ſurvivors of them, the full and juſt ſum of five 
thouſand pounds flerling, lawful money of Great 
Britain, on or immediately after the death or de- 
miſe of the ſaid Henry Fred. Thompſon in truſt, 
and for the uſe of the ſaid Sarah Thompſon, and 
the children on her body begotten, to be divided 
betwixt them, or the ſurvivors of them, in the man- 
ner and form aforeſaid, then this obligation to be 
void and of no effect, otherwiſe to remain in full 
force and virtue. There being two obligations of 


the ſame tenure and date, the one being accom- 
Pliſhed, the other to be void, | 


Signed, ſealed, and deli- 


vered, where no ſtamp 


paper was to be had. 
RICHARD BARWELL. 


JOHN PEARCE, 
WILLIAM ATKINSON. 


WR EREAs I the {aid Henry Fred. Thompſon 
have executed this day a counter obligation to the 
above Richard Barwell, This is to obviate any 
compact of aſſigning over this obligation of this 
day's date, of the twentieth of March, as on 
failure of the terms of my obligation, to be null 


In preſence of 


| and void, Witneſs my hand, H. F. TrwomPs0N. 


To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, I 


Richard Barwell, of Calcutta, at o_ ort William, in 
the 


[ 105 ] 
Mr. Barwell on account of Mrs. Thomp- 
ſon. | 


As 


the kingdom of Bengal, Eſq. ſends greeting. 
Know ye, that the ſaid Richard Barwell, for divers 
good cauſes and confiderations him hereunto mov- 
ing hath given, granted and confirmed unto Henry 
Fred. Thompſon, now of Calcutta, in the king-. 
dom of Bengal, for and during the term of his na- 
tural life, one annuity, or annual rent of three 
hundred pounds ſterling, lawful money of Great 
Britain, to be well aud truly paid to the ſaid Hen- 
ry Fred, Thompſon and his attorneys ; and the 
principal ſum for the due payment of the ſaid an- 
nuity or annual rent to be ſecured by Ralph Ley- 
ceſter and Anſlem Beaumont, Eſqrs. of London, 
in the kingdom of Great Britain, lawful attorneys 


to the ſaid Richard Barwell. In the India fund, or 


ſuch other public funds as they the ſaid Ralph Ley- 
ceſter and Anſlem Beaumont, Efqrs. ſhall and may 
approve ; and he the ſaid Henry Fred. Thompſon 
acquieſce. To have and to hold, receive, perceive, 
and take the ſaid annuity, or annual rent of three 
hundred pounds ſterling, for and during the term 
of his natural life ; the ſame to be taken and had, 
received by, and paid to him the ſaid Henry Fred. 
Thompſon at four quarterly payments, by even 
and equal portions ; the firſt quarterly payment 


commencivg the firſt day of January, in the year of 
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As ſoon as this buſineſs was concluded, 


1 quitted India, and with it all my hopes 


of fortune, and ſailed for Canton in Chi- 
na, If I had reſigned my employment at 


Calcutta, and failed from thence for Eng- 


land, I muſt neceſſarily have taken Mrs, 
Thompſon with me. That could not be 
done, after the engagements that had been 

mutually 


our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 


four. The ſecond payment to be made the firſt 
day of April following; the third payment to be 


made the firſt day of July next enſuing ; fourth 


and laſt quarterly payment to be made the firſt day 
of October following, and ſo on for the ſucceſſive 


vears, till the death or demiſe of the ſaid Henry 
N Fred. Thompſon, in witneſs whereof the ſaid Rich- 


ard Barwell hath hereunto ſet his hand and ſeal, 
this twentieth day of March, in the year of our 


Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- two. 
Sealed, ſigned and deli- 


vered, where no ſtam p. 


paper is to be had. 


RICHARD BARWELI. 


JOHN PEARCE, 
Preſence of WILLIAM ATKINSON. 


WaHEREAS 
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mutually entered into; it was planned 
therefore that I ſhould go to China, as if 


with an intention toreturn to Calcutta; and 


that I ſhould copy the following letter, 
which Mr. Barwell had himſelf written 
for me, and ſend it to him to Bengal, 


while I myſelf ſhould proceed to Europe, 


in one of the Company? $ ſhips. 


To RIcHABD BARwELIL, Eſq, 


SIR, 


WITH this, 1 have already 1 in ano- 
ther letter juſt mentioned to you my arri- 
val here, in which 1 flattered myſelf the 
ſcheme I ſet out upon might have been 
concluded beneficially ; but, upon a more 
| ftrict in, Iam ſorry to obſerve, that 


I have 


Wir 1 the ſaid Henry Fred. Thompſon 
have executed this day a counter obligation to the 
above Richard Barwell, this 1 is to obviate any com- 
pa& of aſſigning over the above obligation of this 
day's date of the twentieth of March, on the failure 


of terms of my obligation, to become null and void. 


Witneſs my hand, Hzx, Fazp. THOMPSON, 
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1 have found the high price of goods 
here, and the ſtate of the markets in In- 
dia, are very unfavourable to my plan: 


of returning a freighter in one of the 


Maccow ſhips. As, after all, I ſhould 
not do much more than have my trouble 
far my pains. You may remember, I 
expreſſed to you once my intentions of 
reſigning the poſt you were ſo kind as to 
procure me, as deputy pay-maſter, and 
proceeding, with the little money I had, 


to Europe directly from Bengal, There 
were many obſtacles which prevented me 
from executing that deſign ; but, circum- 
ſtanced as I find myſelf at preſent, I have 
again taken that reſolution, and ſhall 
proceed from hence in one of the Europe 
ſhips to England. There I ſhall puſh all 
the intereſt I have, to return to Calcutta 
in the Company's ſervice. I have written 
to Mrs. Thompſon to deſire that ſhe will 
on no account think of leaving India, for 
ſhould I be able to obtain my wiſh, and 
get an appointment immediately, I ſhall. 
be coming out at the very time ſhe is 
| | coming 


11099! 
coming home, an accident J am deſirous 
to avoid; I therefore beg you will ule 
your endeavours to pacify, and perſuade 
her to act in a manner I wiſh; that is, to 
ſtay in India till ſne hears from me of my 
arrival in Europe. As the bills J have ta- 
ken from hence vill not be due for ſome 
time; and as money may poſſibly be ne- 
ceſſary to give weight to the application 
to get me out in the ſervice, I deſire the 
favour of you to give an order to your 
attornies for ſuch ſums as you may be able 
to ſpare; and, if it would not be incon- 
venient, that you would at leaſt ſecure 
me three hundred pounds. — I have no- 
thing more particular at prefent, hut re- 
main, Sir, 


Your mot obedient Servant, 


Hex. Fa ED. Tao psox. 
Canton, : 


Nov. 23, 1771. 


Tais 


Tf un Þ- 


Tu Is letter afforded-a good excuſe 
for Mrs. Thompſon's remaining at Cal- 
cutta, and was well calculated to ſave ap- 
pearances ; for though Mr. Barwell had 

courage enough to meet the reproaches 
of mankind for publicly living, in what 
the world and he thought aduHtery, yet he 
had not quite effrontery enough to bear 
the odium of having tranſported an ho- 
neſt man from India, who but for him 
would in a very few years have raiſed a 
fortune of many thouſand pounds. Thro' 
the whole affair however I muſt do Mr. 
Barwell the juſtice to ſay, that he ſhewed 
himſelf a complete diſſembler; a con- 
ſummate hypocrite, a falſe friend, a re- 
morſeleſs ſinner, and an artful negociator. 


* 

U | 
4 

* . 
* 

2 

7 . 
« & 
A 
4 

*4 

— 

* 
1 
3 

„ 
. - 
A} 

B. 

1 

8 

W It 
4 
«> : 
* 
* * 
Ly 1 
44 i 
E 
. 
15 
Þ 


Taz ſeaſon being far advanced when 
I left Calcutta, my voyage to Madraſs 
was very difficult and diſagreeable. When 
J arrived there, I was fortunate enough 
to meet with Capt. Rouſe of the Royal 
Henry, brother to the gentleman with 


whom 1 made my firſt voyage to India. 
He 
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He greatly added to the n 1 
already owed his family, by accommoda- 
ting me with his table, and a paſſage to 
China. And here I am happy to have an 
opportunity to do public juſtice to his ge- 
neroſity, by declaring that he landed me 
at Canton, without ſuffering me to be at 
the leaſt expence for either my board or 
paſſage. 


Tur fond pair I had left behind me at 
Calcutta, had lived fo regardleſs of pub- 
lic opinion, and had ſo little conſulted 
fecrecy in their tranſactions, that when ! 
landed in China, I found myſelf avoided 
by every one as a venal wretch, who had 
baſely conſented to his own diſhonour, 
and had ſet a prize upon the virtue of his 
wife, I could ſoon have filenced the 
voice of ſlander, by ſatisfying thoſe who 
condemned me, that I had had no wife; 
and by urging the fatal neceſſity that 
forced me to comply with terms, and 
conſent to meaſures, which might caſt a 
blemiſh on my reputation, I might have 

vindicated 
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vindicated myſelf, by ſhewing that I was. 


really the injured man, and that by en- 


deavouring to remove to Europe, the wo- 
man whom I called my wife, and offer- 


ing to allow her near half my income, I 


had done as much as any man in my fi- 
tuation would have done, As the woman 
was not my wife, I could not have any 
legal redreſs for the injuries done me by 
Mr. Barwell; and to attempt taking per- 
ſonal ſatisfaction, would have been as im- 
prudent, as if I ſhould call out Lord 
North, or any miniſter in England; nay, 
it would have been much more ſo; for an 
Aſiatic Governor is more arbitrary ia his 
province, than a Britiſh ſovereign dare 
to be in this kingdom. I was therefore 
obliged to ſubmit to what was offered me ; 
and prudential motives made me bear 
with temporary obloquy, until I could 
have an opportunity fully to exculpate 


myſelf from the diſhonourable charges 


brought againſt me. However, as my 
filence at Canton was interpreted into a 


tacit acknowledgment of my guilr, f 
found 


0 <Y 
ary 


found it a very difficult matter to find a 


Captain who would carry me to England. 


So prepoſſeſſed was the whole fleet againſt 
me! Thanks to Mr. Barwell, who firſt 
robbed me of my ſuppoſed wife's affec- 
tions, next of my peace, then of my 


fortunes, and, at laſt, to crown all, of 


my reputation] Tho? I met refuſals from 
almoſt all the commanders, yet, after 
much intreaties, I prevailed on the Cap- 

tain of the Fox Indiaman to take me on 
board, and with him arrived in Engiand 
in the month of Augult, 1773. 


I now thought I was at the end of all 
my toils. I reſigned myſelf with a phi- 
loſophical patience to my fate, and far 
down with this conſolation, that though 
I might have lived in ſplendor, yet it was 
ſtill in my power to riſe above want. 
But alas! the meaſure of my misfortunes 
was not yet filled up. I had been already 
driven from opulence to a competency , 
there remained only to reduce me to want; 


and the prelude to this laſt ſtep was the 
| Io! follows 
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following letter, which I received from 05 

Mr. Barwell, about a year after my arri- In 

val in England. ve 

- | in 

; To Mr. THOMPSON, 1 
| fa 
; S IR, = 
| IN conſequence of your requeſt, I th 
wrote laſt year to my attornies, to get you, 10 

if it lay in their power, an appointment Win 


in the Company's ſervice; but as I much 
doubt their abilities to anſwer your wiſh- 
es in that reſpect, I cannot but be appre- 
henſive the precipitate meaſure you re- 
ſolved upon, will be productive of ex- 


pence to you without any advantage what- 
ever. My friends have been ſo circum- 
ſtanced, that all the intereſt they can en- 20 
gage is, I underſtand, directed to the tl 
ſervice of their own particular connex- the 


ions. Should this be the caſe, I make it M 
my requeſt to you, not to think of ſpend- I: 
ing your money and time in England: ul 
or if you do think you have a ſufficiency I. 
to live upon, it becomes neceſſary to your WU! 

own | 
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[ 115 J 
own character, and the peace of your fa- 
mily, that you ſhould make one more 
voyage tO India, although you ſhould 
immediately return to England with Mrs, 
Thompſon and the little ones. My pre- 
ſent ſituation and proſpects, if you come 
o India immediately on the receipt of 
this letter, wilt poſſibly enable me to add 
ſomething to your little ſtock, by throws 
ing commercial advantages in your way. 


Jam, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Decca, RICH. BAR WEL. 


Aug. 23, 1773. 


Ir is neceſſary to inform my readers of 

2 circumſtance that I did not learn myſelf 
tl long after the receipt of this letter, 
that, charmed as was Mr, Barwell with 
Mrs, Thompſon, or as I ſhould now call 
ter Mrs, Bonner, yet he found himſelf 
Ulized to part with ker. The whole ſet- 
lement took offence at his living public- 
5 as they thought, in adullery. And at 
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be taken againſt him, as could not fil 


The dread of a ſuſpenſion from the exe 
cution of his duty at the board, for that 
was what he was threatened with, ſoo 
made him conſent to what neither ſhame 


miſs his miſtreſs; and I muſt be hure 


cing my fortune, in order, merely, that 
1 might fave appearances for the lovers 


was aware, that I would ſhew his letter 
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the Council-board he was told that he 
muſt ſend her away, or ſuch ſteps ſhou!; 


to injure both his reputation and fortune 


or a regard to his character, could haye 
induced him to think of, namely, to dif 


out to India by the proſpect of advan 


and bring Mrs. Bonner away, to prevent 
the mortificatioa that Mr. Barwell's pride 
muſt have undergone, if he had bee 
obliged to ſend her away. This artful gen 
tleman knew thit I muſt obtain the Com 
pany's leave to go to India, and as he 


to the directors for that purpoſe, he took 
care to write ſuch an one as might bi 
ſhewn to them; pretending in the beg 


ning, that I had requeſted him to procure 
Ie 


00]. 
122 place in the Company's ſervice, when 
e was perfectly ſatisfied that I had not the 
Laſt intention ever to return to a ſettle- 
nent, where my character appearing in 
i falſe light, was ſo diſagreeable to the 
inhabitants, that 1t was not poſſible I 
could live there, Much as I diſliked to 
turn to India, there was one reaſon 
which determined me to accept the invi- 
ation; it was this. The annuity was 
:cM{cured to me by bond, but no fund had 
been appropriated for the payment: and 
I ſaw, that if I depended on an order from 
Mr. Barwell to his agent in London, for 
it was through that channel I had receiy- 
ed the annuity for one year, and got in 
advance the 300 l. for the ſecond, I might 
be left to ſtarve, if he ſhould think 
\M proper to omit ſending an order annually. 
.Y! viſhed to ſee a fund eſtabliſhed, and in 
order to have it done, I reſolved once 
more to go to Calcutta, As ſoon as 1 
had come to this reſolution, I waited on 
Mr. Anſelm Beaumont, through whoſe 
bands I had received the money, and 
„ N 3 ſnewed 
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ſhewed him the letter: he took it to My 
Stables, one of the directors of the In. 
dia Company, who, on perving it, im. 
mediately ſigned my peiition, which had 
been preſented for leave to go to India, 


My next ſtep was to find a ſhip ; but that 


I found moſt difficult, as every Captain 
to whom I applied refuſed me his table, 


The principals having refuſed me, ! 


could not expect to be entertained by their 
officers, I at laſt addreſſed myſelf to 
Capt. James Barwell, brother to the 
worthy gentleman who has been the hero 
of theſe ſheets; I informed him, that it 
was at his brother's requeſt I was return 
ing to India, and requeſted I might be al- 
lowed to take my paſſage in his ſhip, and 
have the accommodation of his table, [ 
told him, that it was not then in my pow- 
er to give him the full complement for 
my paſſage, but begged he would be {a- 


tisfied for the preſent with eighty pounds, 


and immediately put bank notes into his 
hand to the amount of that ſum, aſſuring 


him at the ſame time, that he ſhould re- 


ceive 


Cong ] 
ceive the remainder before our depar- 
ture. 


He gave me to underſtand, that he 
would with pleaſure accommodate me on 
his brother's account, and that every thing 
on board his ſhip ſhould be made as agree- 
able to me as poſſible. He Kindly re- 
turned me the bank notes; told me he 
ſhould fail in a ſhort time, and deſired I 
would hold myſelf in readineſs, 


Tax great difficulty of obtaining a paſ- 
lage having been thus happily removed, 
I waited in readineſs for orders to go on 
board. But juſt as I was about to leave 
London, I read with aſtoniſhment the 
following letter from Capt, Barwell, 


To Mr. HENRY FRED. Thnoursox. 


S I R, | 
CONSIDERING of what has paſ- 
ſed betwixt us, you muſt excuſe my tak- 
ing you to my table, or allowing you thoſe 
accommodations you may think neceffary, 
4 | without 
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without you contribute one hundred gui- 


neas, (excluſive of what the owners de. 
mand) for that indulgence. 1 ſhould be 
happy to ſerve you for my brother's ſake, 
but am convinced he does not deſire any 
thing unreaionable of me. If this ſhould 
not be agreeable, be ſo obliging to F Fen 


me a line. 
J am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Berners Street, TAME | 3 
2 _ FR JAMES BARWELL. 


1774 


I IMMEDIATELY waited on the Captain; 


expreſſed my ſurprize at this ſudden 


change of reſolution, aſſured him it would 


de abſolutely out of my power to raiſe 


the ſum he required, in ſo ſhort a time, 


and informed him, that the eighty pounds 
I had offered to him before had been 


borrowed from a friend, and returned to 
him again; I then propoſed my bond for 


the payment of the money in India, To 


this he objected; I was at a loſs how to 
account 


"6: 02871 
account for his conduct. When TI firſt 
aſked the favour of a paſſage in this ſhip, 
he expreſſed the greateſt regard for his 
brother, and readineſs to ſerve me for his 
ſake, His letter made me ſuſpect, that 


there was a paſſion in his breaſt, infinitely 
ſtronger than brotherly love, it was ava- 


RICE, | was reſolved to be ſatisfied whe- 


ther my ſuſpicions were well founded or 
not: for this purpoſe I offered my bond 
for 2000 Arcot rupees (2251. ſterl.) he in- 


ſtantly cloſed with my propoſal, and fully 
ſatisfied me that a bond for pouBLE the or- 


dinary ſum paid for a paſſage, was a much 
more prevailing argument with this cen- 


ſcientious gentleman than juſtice, huma- 
nity, or regard for a brother. I do not 


mean to ſuggeſt a ſingle hint to the pre- 


judice of his conduct, which the tranſac- 


tion does not fully juſtify; for if he 


thought the bond that ] firſt offered not a 


| ſufficient ſecurity for a 1000 rupees, the 


ſame ſecurity for double the ſum muſt 
ſurely have been ſtill leſs ſufficient, Ir is 


clear therefore, that he did not queſtion 


che 


Saya: 


2 = * 
1 . 
. 


— 


: * "IO ny — A} — N —— * 2 r 2 — 
> - P "; * = 8 © . - 8 n MX; 
* Ip, 1 — * * x 10 = 2 rr LS * 2 4.2% 4 , — — mat - 
- l 3 bo 4 
Its 


EY 
2 


EE 


— "IM 
BEA 


882 0 
a 3 * 


4 
5 * 
J 
* 
S 
4 
Fi 
* 
«i 
11 
1 
44 ' 
9 
4 1 
x 
2 5 
N 5 
Bt: 
7 
* 
7 
* ＋ 
EW 
5s 42 2 
113 
1 
3 ; 
* p 
4+ BG 
8 
WA. 
Fad 
-*£B ? 
118 
7... \ 
- == 
wore! 
1 7 
4B 
"1 
ee 
* , 
18 * 
1 
1 
0 
15 
- £3 
+446 
2% \ 
4 
N 5 
[5 41 4 
. l 
: * v 7 
34 
5 4 # of 
N. 0 
1 4 
40 
+ . 
war” 
"= J 
3.9% 

1 
WT... + 
vo 
* & 
11 } „ 
4 * 
2 
1 
5 ** 2 

To ” 
If 278 
1 % 

—_ +. Wl 
74 - 8 
Rs 
17%. 3 
ey 
, 2 
» 2 
1 * 
iy, nA 
» 8 
0 
1 
3 
er” 
1 
K* q 
$54 * 
7 * 7 * 
many: 
e 
1 
9 1 4 4 
: ©:34] 
4 * ' 
- 1 
37 
* 
WIT 
154, 
**: 25 
1 
1 
T4 * 
2 
” 1 
i 4 
w* 
a+ 
7— 
94 
4 * 
1 
Tp + 
* 4 
4-48 
+6 
4 1 
152. 
19 i 
* 10 1 
1 
4 
Fs 
149 
73 
4 
5 = 
209 
J 
9 
1 
„ * 
»% 
4 
- 
f 5 
14 
AY 
9 * 
. 
A 
1 
Ws 
= 
*. 
0 
. 1 
1 
1 
„ 
1 
wi 
. 
2 ? 
2 


% - * 
1 N 
MN ; 
* 4 


53 ä : | 2 b b =_ \ - l 
„ r + oo my en gent ies SG 
” 93 r — 5 * 
0 > >» 4x64 * 
* 8 * \ * q PASS 6 'S = = 2 
2 CEE . ̃ b!) — _SW ä n 


r NR e d TYNE IND ES IPEIEN 


[ 122 ] 


the certainty of being paid; and he ſeems 


'to have made it a point to take the ad- 


vantage of my ſituation, in order to ex- 
tort from me as much more as any other 
paſſenger was known to pay. Would the 
world pardon me, if I hazarded a con- 
jecture which does not appear to me to be 
ill- founded? I will venture to do it; but 
remember, gentle readers, that it is mere- 
ly as a conjefure I give it; for having to 
deal with fo able a lawyer as the Captain 
is, it were dangerous to acknowledge that 


IJ know it to be a frutb. From his bro- 


ther's letter he judged me to be much in 
favour with him; and with a degree of 
penetration peculiar to thoſe who know 
how to turn every occurrence to their own 
advantage, inſtantly conceived, that as 
Mr. Richard Barwell had invited me to 
India, he would, in all probability, de- 
fray the expences of the voyage; and as 


he concluded that his brother would there- 


fore pay the bond, he was reſolved it 
ſhould be ſufficiently valuable. This con- 
jecture does ſome juſtice to Capt. Bar- 

well ; 


123 
well; for it gives every room to ſuppoſe 
that his Jewiſh bargain was not made to 
extort money from me, but to levy contri- 
bution on a brother, for whom he pro- 
feſied the greateſt. kindneſs: but if this 
is the kindneſs he ſhews to all his bro- 
thers, thank heaven he cannot rank me 
among the number. But to return from 
conjectures to matters of fact, I was ob- 
liged to pay 10 l. to the owners, exclu- 
five of the bond I paſſed to the 4% - 


tereſted Captain; and on the beginning 


of January, 1775, I ſailed with him in 
the Ankerwyke Eaſt Indiaman for Ben- 
gal. 


As my voyage to India makes an in- 
terruption in the buſineſs that is the ſub- 
ject of my narrative, my readers perhaps 
will not be ſorry to be amuſed a little with 
the character of Mr. J. Cator, whom 
they may remember me to have already 
mentioned as the Mercury who carried all 
the amorors diſpatches from the Jupiter 
of Mootigeal to the fair one whom he 


had 
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| had determined to ſeduce. Though this 


meſſenger was unfortunately ſo aukward 
on one occaſion as to be dilcovered by me, 
in the act of delivering an amorous e- 
piſtle; yet, my readers, muſt not do him 
the injuſtice to think that he was not in 
general a very proper agent on ſuch bu- 

ſineſs. His maſter found him a very uſe- 


ful ſervant, and employed him in all his 
affairs, from thoſe which concerned the 


government of an extended empire, down 
to thoſe which afforded him a ſoft and 
tender alleviation from the buſineſs of the 
ſtate; in a word, he was his miniſter for 
the political, domeſtic and amorous de- 
partments, 


As the buſineſs of ſeducing a man's 
wife was highly honourable, an honourable 
ambaſſador was employed ; his rank was 
certainly reſpectable, being at the time 
one of the aldermen of the mayor's court, 
which court was aboliſhed, when govern- 
ment thought proper to ſend judges to 


India. It mult be confeſſed, that among 


Mr. 


1 
Mr. Cator's vices ingratitude was not to 
be found, for he had ſo high a ſenſe of 
the favours he had received from Mr. 
Barwell, through whoſe intereſt he had 
been appointed an alderman ; that to that 
title, he, for his patron's fake, made no 
ſcruple to add that of P**p. The latter 
title indeed was the more laſting of the 
two, for a little while before I left India, 
he loſt that of alderman, for ſome little 
faux pas, which in Duke's Place would 
not have been thought criminal by a fin- 
ole member of the tribe of Levi the 
Council of Bengal, however, not being 
ſo enlightened, were ſo ſtupid as to diſ- 
miſs him from employment, in ſpite of 
every effort that his principal made to 
protect and ſhelter from ſuch a blow, ſo 
truſty, ſo uſeful, and ſo faithful an agent. 
What a ſevere puniſnment inflicted on a 
man merely for kiſſinz a boot! This 


tranſaction will never die; for it is record» 
ed in the Company's books; and any 


proprietor may read it in Leadenhall- 
ſtreet. This was the worthy gentleman, 


who 


>» a — 

+ be 

en — 
* * = 


* 


be oy * — 2 
= * 1 
8 Pet 

"— x 
S 

1 
* 


— 8. 2 
x 8 4 
47 — t5 
PLES 3. 3 2 
. > Þ — 4 


r re = 
S een Tl 


x 
4; - 
4 
74. 
57. 
my 2 = 
* 
N * 
4m" 
1 


5 
4 * 
4 I - 
4 ol 
5 
vm 

'M n 
: 7 
12 
2 
' 

. of "Sg 
1 

— 1 

: . "4 
4 
_ 

i 16-5 
| 1 
1 
+ 
7 * 
> 
17 4 
- * 4 Fn 
1 
1 d % 
13S 

k {3 

II 
„ 

98 * 
"1 7 a 

, 7 

9 it 2 

. N 

i ka th 75 7 

» 

+ {444 
21688 . 
WL 
e 4 4.28 

. "414. 

[TH 7 ” 

"7. 

= 4 
74 3 
. 4 
_ i 

Ns 18-4 
11 ER 

1 5 4 

r 

Wo" ', FL 
: : 2 

* 7 4 

x „ - 

1 

„ 
74. : 
mes 
14% 4 
"In" of 
4 15 2 
: LA 4 - 4, 

„ 

9 
i 6 
5 * 4 
„ 

13 5 4 

4:46 

: 15 

8831 

. oof + * 

v5 | 

N 1 
* 1 
2 * ' r 
427 4 

4 o 
N oF * 

L 1 22 

' * 1 13 

5 114 2 

1 20S 

. 3 

ö i 4 x 

r 
. 1 4 
%. - 

2 FI: 433 
d "4:4 

13 

MY 

3+: 

. 1 
e 

Tal Y:! ge 
. 1 | 
1 Tis 

P. A » 4 

a1 867; 

J 1 
y * 1 4 

1 

be 4% 

1 ＋ 

416 "+ 8 

+3 

r 

a 8. 23» V4 

1 ble.” 

* 7 

13 a TT; 
k . % ©; 

414 4 

5 
e 4 
v4 

4%, 1 

2 7% 
7 
19 
* * 

$4) 

18 4 

4 
4 re A 
8 
= " 
. 
. 

* . bo 
BETS 4 
£3 

2; EE of 
4; &x* 9 q 

-# ES + £- ? 

M NS ©. _—_ 
n 
meg. 

. 5 of WA. 

£0 

#4 L 

TOY 4+ 

FF 

Vi * 
3 1 
en 

1 

2 i 1 
1 

. g 
x 4 
bd * 
7 - 
SS! Y 
. 

* 44 

0 f 15 A 

8 : * 255d 


Wy N 6 | 
RATS of Care ot aw ws err Why wary + ms 
» _—_ bo ww Po Sw”; _—_ Sn & >» 


. * — * — Py * 
rr eee 
ee 1 


_— =" 
N 


* 4 þ l 3 
3 — 2 Yor" I 2 — wth 
ZE eee 
_ rr Pr. 
- — ox. * — — — 
— 


1126 
who was employed in carrying on the 
whole of the intrigue between Mr. Bar- 
well and Mrs. Thompſon; and my rea- 
ders will recollect, that in the letter dated 
Patna, Oct. 20, 1771, Mr. Barwell in- 
forms his fair one, that he always in- 


cloſed his letters for her to Mr. Cator. 


The diſmiſſion from the mayor's court has 
not been prejudicial to his fortune; his 


Principal has taken care to obtain an ap- 


pointment for him in the Companp's ſer- 
vice; and has left it to the world to de- 
cide whether he has acted more generouſly 
or ſcandalouſly—generouſly in rewarding 
the {ſervices of the inſtrument of his plea- 
ſures, —Scandalouſly in impoſing on the 
directors, and procuring from them an 


_ eſtabliſhment for a man who had already 
been publicly branded with infamy. But 


Calcutta appears in view; let me drop 


the ſervant, to talk of his maſter and 
miſtreſs. 


1 LANDED at Calcutta in September, 
1775, and to my aſtoniſnment ſoon learn- 
8 ed, 


[ 127 ] 
4 that Mrs. Bonner had ſailed for Eng- 


land in the Anſon Indiaman ® This I 
deemed an ill omen, and though I was 


happy at being rid of the neceſſity of 


* It may appear rather ſtrange that Mr. Barwell, 
after having ſent for me with this view among o- 
thers, to take Mrs. Thompſon back to England, 
ſhould ſuffer her to ſail for Europe before my arri- 
val in Bengal. The reader however will ceaſe to 
be ſurprized, when informed that Mr, Barwell was 
abſolutely forced and compelled by the Council not 
to wait my arrival before he ſhould diſmiſs her: 
great diſputes had riſen at the board on her account, 
and fo diſagreeable did Mr. Barwell find his ſitua- 
tion whenever he attended his duty at the board, 


that he abſented himſelf six whole weeks from it, 


in order to rid himſelf of the importunities of the 
other members, who, after having adviſed, began 
at laſt to t on Mrs. Bonner's removal, without 
any farther delay. He ſaw, that to reſiſt the will 
of the Council any longer would be to the laſt 
degree dangerous ; he therefore diſmiſſed her pre- 
vious to my arrival, and reſumed his duty at the 
board from which he had been /e ſaſpended for full 
fix weeks, So much had his darling paſſion for plea- 
ſure prevailed over his ſenſe of duty to the Com- 
pany, who had honoured him with an honourable 
and important office, whieh he © e for the 


ſake of a woman. 
ſceing 
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ſeeing her, yet I could not but appre- 


a that J had been enſnared, and tempt- 


ed to make a long voyage at great ex- 
pence, which in the end would probably 
ſink me deeper in diſtreſs than J had been 
before. I ſoon found that my apprehen- 
ſions were but too well grounded; for on 


the third day after my landing, Mr. Bar- 
well very coolly informed me, that cir- 


cumſtances of affairs having been altered 
ſince he had written to me, it was out of 


his power to ſerve me as he had promiſed; 
and therefore adviſed me to return to 
Europe by the way of Bombay. I was 
thunderſtruck at the intelligence and the 


advice, I ſaw I was a mere ſhuttlecock 
bandied back from Europe to Aſia, and 


from Aſia to Europe. Thoſe in whoſe 


hands I was, ſeemed to think no more of 


a voyage from Calcutta to London, and 
back again, than from Weſtminſter- bridge 


to Chelſea, When I ſaw that I had no- 


thing to hope for in India, I obſerved to 


Mr. Barwell, that my ſituation was really 


diſtreſſing ng, ns that as from a change of 
circum- | 


ſ1 129] 

circumſtances, he could do nothing for 
me in the commercial line, he would at 
leaſt do what was in his power, namely, 
to free me from the wretched ſtate of de- 
pendance on his will in which I then was, 
by eſtabliſhing a fund for the payment of 
the annuity he had ſettled on me. 


Tris obſervation was, I believe, more 
than he expected, and as he had reaſon to 
think from the manner in which I made 
it, that I would not readily conſent to 
leave Calcutta, until the annuity ſhould 
be ſecured to my ſatisfaction, no further 
mention was made about my return to 
Europe for three weeks, I did not like 
this ſilence on a ſubject that he had ſo 
very peremptorily, and ſo very early open- 
ed to me after my arrival. Seeing no 
proſpect of a proviſion in India, and eon- 
ſequently not liking to remain there in a 
ſtate of dependance on a man who had 
already ſo much injured me, I myſelf at 
laſt propoſed my return to Europe, but 
inſiſted on proper ſecurity as a preliminary 
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to ſuch a ſtep. Mr. Barwell promiſed 
that every thing ſhould be ſettled to my 
ſatisfaction; that he would order his at- 
torney to prepare a proper deed for that 
purpoſe; and requeſted I would let him 
ſee the former one he had given me; I 
told him it was impoſſible to gratify him 


in that, as I had left it in England; but 
gave him at the ſame time a copy of it, I 


waited the iſſue of his promiſe with im- 


patience, but finding that a whole month 


had elapſed without any mention of the 
buſineſs, I thought it my duty to renew 
it, I expected to hear Mr. Barwell lay 
all the blame on the attorney for neglect- 
ing to fulfill his orders; how greatly then 
was I ſurprized to hear him ſay, that if 


he was to ſettle any thing, I ſhould make 


him a new aſſignment, This drew ſome 


ſevere reproaches from me, on his can- 


dour and juſtice; and I could not help 
obſerving to him, that ſuch anevaſive con- 
duct was unworthy of a man of honour. 
He, on the other hand, laid it down as a 
rule, that I ſhould pay implicit obedience 
to his will, or that we never could agree, 

| ON 


pe 
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ox this buſineſs the following correl- 
pondence took place between us. 


To RICHARD BARWELL, Eſq. 


Mr. BAR WELL, 

YOU will much oblige me, by giving 
a poſitive anſwer what I am to expect, 
whether you will or will not fulfill your 
engagement with me of ſecuring the an- 
nuity, &c. as I have fulfilled mine with 
you as far as lies in my power. 


I am determined I will not any longer 


be the dupe to another man's amours. 


If you have neither feeling nor generoſity 
for me, I muſt ſeek redreſs elſewhere. I 
wiſh to ſecure your friendſhip ; but if it 


can be on no other terms than being en- 
tirely ſubject to your will, I muſt beg leave 


to decline it, and, in conſequence, mult 
immediately think of quitting your houſe. 


I am, with due reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


HENRY FRED. THOMPSON. 


Tueſday Morning. 
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culiar circumſtances in which I find my- 
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To Mr. THOMPSON. 


N. 


I HAVE not time to anſwer your's 
particularly : but I have heard more than 
I had an idea of. The ſpirit of our reci- 
procal engagement I will take care ſhall 
be attended to, I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


RICH. BAR WELL: 
T ueſday Morning. | 


P. S. I have ordered the papers from 
the hands of my attorney, and informed 


him not to trouble himſelf about them. 


- 


To RICHARD BARWELL, Eſq. 
IN. 


THE difference of our ſituations in 
life, I own, requires the greateſt reſpe& 
to you from me, and nothing but the 
utmoſt neceſſity ſhall make me act in any 
other manner towards you. Yet the pe- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, obliged me to come to a full expla- 


nation; and I ſhall leave it to the judg- 
ment of any unprejudiced perſon, what 
ideas I am to form of your behaviour to- 
wards me. On my firſt arrival in Cal- 
cutta, did you not propoſe ſending me 
away before I had been three days in the 
place, without ever mentioning the ſe- 
curing of the little I am to have from 
you? Though you invited me over from 
England, promiſing at the ſame time to 
increaſe my fortune? Admitting this laſt 


to be out of your power, on account of 


the difference of your ſituation from what 
it was when you wrote to me, yet you 
might have treated me with friendſhip. 


When I mentioned that I ſhould be glad 


to return in your brother's ſhip, you ob- 
jected to it, till I was obliged to urge to 


you the neceſſity of it. After my letter 


of the 16th of September, you toid me 


you would give me every ſatisfaction 1 


could defire z but laſt night you gave me 
to underſtand, that if you ſecured the 
annuity, &c, I muſt make a new aflign- 
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ment. I anſwered, that 1 would give 


you any ſecurity you might deem neceſ- 


ſary, on your own account, and that ! 
would never force the inclinations of Mrs, 


Thompſon with reſpect to living with me, 


If you have ſincerely no object in view 
but her welfare, you cannot ſurely deſire 
more; if you have other motives, I do 
not ſuppoſe my offer is ſufficient : allow- 
ing you to have the power of influencing 
her inclinations, you would ſhew your ge- 
neroſity by not attempting to retain her 
affections, as ſhe has a young family grow. 
ing up, and you cannot but be ſenſible 


how detrimental ſuch a conduct in you 


mult prove to them. Tell me? if you 
have diſcovered any thing the leaſt churl- 


iſh in my diſpoſition ; if nor, ſhould J 


have eſteem enough to live with Mrs. 


Thompſon again, what doubt can you 


entertain of my treating her with every 
ſort of indulgence that my circumſtan- 
ces will admit; eſpecially when I am rea- 


dy to engaze not to attempt forcing her 


inclination, I am ſorry to intrude ſo 


{ much 
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much upon your time, but as it appears 
to me a matter of ſerious reflection, I 
would chuſe to acquit myſelf, if poſſi- 


ble, of a litigious diſpoſition, and, if 


agreeable to you, will take the opinion 
of Council, and ſettle it by arbitration, 
I have taken the liberty of your houſe to- 


night. If we cannot accommodate the 


matter, 1 will provide myſelf with a place 


to-morrow, I am, Sir, with reſpect, 


Tour moſt humble ſervant, 


Hex. FRED. Trompson, 
Tueſday night, 
OR. 24, 1775. 


To Mr. H. F. Tzomeson. 


S IX. 
I WILL not enter into a diſcuſſion 


of the ſubject on which we have already 


deſcanted, — The dependance or the in- 
; / 

dependance; the parties mult be mutual, 

or the equability is loſt, When a man 

tells me he will not confide in me, and 

at the ſame time propoſes to me an im- 

14 plicit 
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plicit reliance, or his word only, the leaſt 
ſevere ſtricture I can paſs upon his con- 
duct is a diffidence of me, and a high 
opinion of Himſeſf. Confidence muſt be 
mutual, or 1t cannot exiſt; it can never 
revive in my mind, after what has paſſed 
in converſation with you. As long as 
you remain in India, I ſhall with plea. 
ſure entertain you as my gueſt, When 
you go hence I ſhall make ample allow- 
ance for your miſconceptions, and while 
you act with propriety to Mrs. T. to 
whom I ſhall always extend my protec- 
tion, you will find me in no reſpect defi- 
cient, You upbraid me with propoſing 
your immediate return; had you thought, 


_ conſideration for you alone dictated it, as 


circumſtances were altered, and I was not 
in a ſituation to place you in any employ 


that I could recommend to your accep- 


tance. With reſpect to the requeſt you 
made of 1eturning in my brother's ſhip, 
I knew him averſe to it, and convinced, 
it was a matter of indifference to you in 
what ſhip you were accommodated, Be- 


ing 


E | 
ing above every apprehenſion of the law, 
and clear as to the rectitude of my own 
intentions, whatever idea you may have 
of litigating the reciprocal engagement 
betwixt us, it neither alarms nor moves 
me fixed in my purpoſe, I will not ſubject 
the perſon who looks up to me for pro- 
tection to the wi of another. | 


| I am, Sir, 7 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


RICH. BARWELL. 


Wedneſday Morning, 
Oct. 25, 1775. 


TO RICHARD BAR WELL, Eſq, 


Mr. Barwell, 


I CERTAINLY agree ih you 


as to what you advance, with reſpect to 
a man's acting in the manner that you 
mention. The ſtricture is both juſt and 


mild. But it has been my misfortune, 


that, in every tranſaction J have had with 
you, ] have never had it in my power to 


give a negative voice, without bringing 
trouble 
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trouble on myſelf. Therefore an impli- 


eit reliance is out of the queſtion, and I 
cannot come under your cenſure. You ac- 
knowledge that confidence muſt be mu- 
tual, or it cannot exiſt, which is moſt cer. 
tainly true. But what confidence have 
you repoſed in me, when you doubted 


me in the moſt tender point, that of ap- 


pointing truſtees for the children? — 
Whatever miſconceptions have ariſen in 
my breaſt concerning your conduct to- 
wards me, I think I have juſt grounds 


for, otherwiſe I ſhould look upon myſelf 


as guilty of the greateſt ingratitude. 
Whatever proteſtations 1 have made you 
reſpecting Mrs. T—, you have already 
much doubted ; therefore it is needleſs 


for me to ſay any thing more on that 


head ; and you certainly cannot be under 
any apprehenſions while you have the ron 
in your own hand, to correct me when I 
g amiſs—] do aſſure you I will ſtrictly 
adhere both to the letter and ſpirit of the 
engagement, This you can have no ob- 


jections to, as it is following your exam- 


ple. 


13 

ple. I ſhould be ſorry, that through any 
miſcondu&t of mine I ſhould reduce 
the children to beggary (my wife is in 
no ſuch danger) whatever kind inten- 
tions you may have for me I ſhall 
always be thankful for; but if they 
bring more pain than pleaſure, I am 
excuſable in my miſconceptions; as in the 
caſe of my going to Bombay, I ſhould 
have had as much trouble as in return- 
ing to India, I muſt confeſs, I ſhould be 
much better ſatisfied, if there were truſ- 
tees appointed, of whom I had ſome 
knowledge. If that cannot be the cafe, 
I muſt aſk thoſe gentlemen whether it 
will be agreeable to them to take the 
charge. I have no other requeſt to make, 
but that you will give me a poſitive order 
to receive, in your own manner, the an- 
nuity ; then I ſhall take my leave of you, 
and truſt to providence for the reſt. Only 
be pleaſed to mention to your attornies, 
or thoſe who are to pay the money, that 
it is an annuity, and then they will not 

| aſk any queſtions.— As I ſuppoſe this will 
be my laſt addreſs to you; I am ſorry 
we 
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ve are likely to part with fo little conki « 


dence in each other, 


I am, with reſpect, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


| HEN. FRED. TrHompPsoON. 
Wedneſday night. | 


To Mr. THOMPSON. 


S I R, 
I WILL give you an order on my 


brother if it is equally agreeable to you. 


J am ſatisfied that he will neither abuſe my 
Confidence, or GIVE YOU A MOMENT'S 
ANXIETY. The ſubject is delicate, and 
I muſt be careful how I commit myſelf. 


I am ſorry we are likely to part in a man- 


ner ſo unpleaſant, I can and do make 
great allowances for the notions you en- 
tertain ;—and though it would be the 


height of folly and baſeneſs in me to ſub- 


ject a woman who has a claim to my pro- 


tection to the will of any man, while ſhe 
is free from me, I will act by you Sir, in 


every reſpect as you could wiſh (without 
parting 
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parting with the little power I hold) while 
you conſider the perſon to whom I extend 
my Care, 


I sHoULD be glad to have your com- 
pany to ſupper, and ſhall with pleaſure 
make my houſe as agreeable to you as I 

may be able, ſhould it, on reflection, be 
thought by you no impropriety to remain 
in it. I have no prejudice againſt any 


man for differing in opinion from me. — 


I wiſh not to ſubje# you to the leaſt incon- 
venience. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


RICH. BARWELL; 
Wedneſday Night. 


Tats correſpondence gained Mr. Bar- 
well my fulleſt confidence: his letters 
breathed ſuch an air of candour, integri- 
ty, and generoſity, that contrary to the 
experience I had already had of him, I 
felt myſelf inclined to believe him ſincere, 
and implicitly relied on his honour, for 
the faithful performance of all he pro- 
miſed. 
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miſed. The childrens intereſt I had 
made it a point to ſecure, and I felt no 
{mall ſatisfaction in having acted as a fa- 
ther to them, whether from nature I had 
a right to that name or not. But I was 
fatally undeceived in the good opinion I 
had fooliſhly begun to entertain of Mr. 
Barwell. I ſoon found that I had been 
Julled into a perfect ſecurity by fair pro- 
miſes, that it never was his intention to 
fulfill; nor did I diſcover my error, till it 
was too late to repair it, 


I Har promiſed Mr, Barwell, at the 
concluſion of our correſpondence, that 1 
would leave the management of the whole 
buſineſs to himſelf, and that truſting ſole- 
ly to his honour, I would no more trou- 
ble him with my complaints, nor enter- 
tain the leaſt ſuſpicion to his diſadvan- 
tage; and that I would not open my lips 
on the ſubject, till he ſhould have the 
deed ready for ſigning. | 


1 so far kept my word, that I never 


ſpoke a ſyllable to him about the matter, 
till 
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till the evening before I was to accompa- 
ny him to Ingelee, as he was going down 
the river with his brother to the ſhip that 
was to carry me to Europe, I then ex- 
preſſed my uneaſineſs at his delay in com- 
pleting the affair. He told me, that he 
expected the deed from his lawyer, in an 
hour or two ; but when a note at laſt ar- 
rived from Mr. Farrer, his attorney, at 
ten o'clock at night, I was confounded 
at learning by the contents, that the pa- 
pers and inſtructions from which the deed 
was to be drawn were informal and inſuf- 
ficient, In this ſituation I could not for- 
bear taxing Mr. Barwell with duplicity. 
To remove the impreſſion the note had 
made on me, he pretended to be very 
angry with his attorney, and immediately 
ſent him an order to make out a deed 
agreeable to inſtructions which he then 
gave him, and to fend it down by the pur- 
| ſer, who was to remain in town two or 
three days for the packet. The purſer 
arrived, but brought no deed : I was al- 
moſt diſtracted at ſeeing myſelf ſo much 

FE 35 


„„ 
in the power of a man, who ſeemed not 
to have the leaſt inclination to ack 
with common honeſty towards me, I 
recollected however, that if I could get 
from him, the counter-obligation I had 
given when Jaſt in India, the deed poll 
which he had paſſed to me for 300 l. a 
year, would be an abſolute obligation on 
his ſide, on which i could ſue him at any 
time ; and as for the bond, which I had 
received at the ſame time, for the benefit 
of the children, I had no uneaſineſs on that 
head, as 1 was convinced he would not 
for five times the ſum appear in any court 
in England to diſpute its validity. I 
therefore requeſted he would let me have 
that obligation, with a diſcharge at the 
bottom of it. He conſented, and I writ 
the following words for him to ſign. 
« This is to certify, that I Richard Bar- 
well have no further claim or demand 
on the above parties, this engagement 
being fulfilled. He refuſed to ſign 
this declaration, without the addition of 
the following words, which he himſelf 


dictated, 
LT THis 
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Provided he the ſaid Henry Fred. Thomp- 
Jon fully and unreſervedly, ana without equi- 
vocation, keeps the ſtipulations made in his 
letter of Jan. 1776, dated on board the ſhip 
Ankerwyke, and executes the deeds that may 
be arawn, legally binding him to the per- 


formance of the ſtipulations in the ſaid letter. 


Ship Ankerwyke, Jan. 2. 1776. 


He then produced the following letter 
of inſtructions for my peruſal, and 


ſaid it contained all he intended to do for 


me. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
Pear Brother, | 


EF RECEIVED your letter, and you may 
depend on my compliance with the par- 
ticulars contained in the lame, which I 
will here recapitulate, viz; 


Smet your arrival in Calcutta, I ex- 
poſe to you the nature and circumſtances 


of the reciprocal engagement made by 


me with Mr. Thompſon, and by him with 
me, and theſe engagements, being infor- 
mal and inſufficient, were to be ſuperſe- 
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ded by others more legal and authentic 
Copies of the ſeveral papers I commic to 
your keeping, that you may be fully ap- 
prized of the ends propoſed to be anſwer- 
ed by theſe writings, and may be able to 
_ accompliſh thoſe ends in my place, which 
my reſidence in India, precludes my do- 
ing. For this purpoſe I have purchaſed, 
and made payable to you the following 
bills of exchange on the Engliſh Eaſt In- 
dia Company, VIZ. | 


1 ſett for 7,000 in my favour indorſed by me to you: 
N ov. 30. 177 75. 


1 do. — I, ooo in yrs.— do. by Mr. W.“ Barton 
1 do. — 660 do. — do. by Mr. H. Cottrell 
1 do.— 330 do, —do. by Mr. J. Pierce 
1 do, 100 do, —do, by Mr. Matt. Day / 
1 do. — 100 do, - do. by Mr. G. Hatch 
CI do. — 100 do, —do, by Mr. J. Evelyn 


6 ſetts dated 

Nov. 23.1775 

Pounds ler. 
93294, 


Taz property in theſe bills wholly, 
ſolely, and entirely is yours, on | the fol- 
lowing conditions. . 


Firſt, That you purchaſe Eaſt . 
ſtock to the amount. 


* The Chriſtian names of thoſe gentlemen in 
Whoſe favour the bills were drawn, 


William Matthew 
Henry George 
John John. 


SECONDLY, 


[12k 


SeconDLY, That from the intereſt on 
ſuch ſtock, you pay the annual ſum of 
three hundred pounds ſterling to Mr. 
Henry Fred. Thompſon, that is, two 
hundred pounds ſterling to Mr. Henry 
Fred. Thompſon, and one hundred pounds 
ſterling to Sarah Thompſon, on their ſe- 
parate receipts. | But ſhould the ſaid Sa- 
rah Thompſon be demiſed, you are, in 
that caſe, to pay the whole three Eundred 
pounds ſterling to Mr. Henry Fred, 
Thompſon on his receipt only, The time 


of payment may be quarterly, half year- 


ly, or yearly, as ſhall be moſt convenient 
for the parties who are to receive, and 
whoſe convenience you are to conſult and 
_ conſider therein. 


THIRDLY, on the death or demiſe of the 
ſaid Henry Fred. Thompſon, the ſaid three 
hundred pounds ſterling, annual rent is 
to ceaſe; and you are to pay out of the 


ſaid Eaſt India ſtock to his widow Sarah 


Thompſon and the children of her body 
lawfully begotten by the ſaid Heory Fred. 
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Thompſon, five thouſand pounds ſterling, 
in equal proportions, ſhare and ſhare alike 
berwixt the ſaid widow and the ſaid chil- 
dren. 


FourTHLY, Whatever may be the re- 
ſidue of the {aid ſtock, after the pay ment 
of the ſaid five thouſand pounds ſterling, 
you are to pay to me, or my order, 


_ FirTfLy, Whatever intereſt may ariſe | 
over and above the 300 l. you ſtand en- 
gaged for the payment of yearly to Mr, 
Henry Fred. Thompſon, and his wife, 
Sarah Thompſon, to be added yearly to 
the capital ſtock you ſhall purchaſe with 
the {aid bills, amounting to 9, 329 l. and 
mall continue to accumulate the ſame, in 
proportion to what ſhall be the excels of 
ſuch intereſt over and above the ſaid 300 l. 
to be paid to the ſaid Henry Fred. 
Thompſon and his wife. 


5 SIXTHLY, If Mr. Henry Fred. Thomp- 
ſon be demiſed, while I continue reſident 


in India, after paying the e already 
directed, 
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directed, to the widow and the children, 


whatever intereſt may ariſe from the reſi- 


due of the ſaid ſtock accumulating, by 
any excels of intereſt over and above the 
300 J. before mentioned, to be paid 
as annual rent to Henry Frederick 
Thompſon and Sarah Thompſon, you are 
to pay to Sarah Thompſon, until the ſaid 
payment ſhall be counter-ordered by me, 
and in caſe of my demiſe before any fuch 
order be given, then the proviſions made 
in my will are to be attended to, which ſu- 
perſede theſe inſtructions. 


SEVENTHLY, Should Mr. Henry Fred. 
Thompſon require of you an aſſignment 
on the India funds, to the amount of 
the annual rent to be paid to him, you 
are to make him ſuch an aſſignment, 
which is to be paid out of the intereſt a- 
riſing on the capital ſtock you ſhould have 
purchaſed, and fuch aſſignment ſhall be 
your releaſe to me, to the amount of the 
ſums paid by the ſame. 


Ship Ankerwyke, Jan. 2. 1776. 
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My readers may conceive what I felt 
at peruſing theſe inſtructions. I found 
myſelf (tripped in an inſtant of one hun- 
dred a year out of the three hundred 
which had been ſettled on me as a ſmall 
compenſation for the loſs of my employ- 
ment, and the ruin of my fortune; and 
this hundred I was to give to the baſe 
wretch who had been the firſt cauſe of my 
deſtruction. But I ſaw at the ſame time 
that if I did not accept the then propoſal, 
I was to have nothing. There was no 
time for reaſoning with Mr. Barwell; the 
men were already employed at weighing 
anchor, and there remained but a few mi- 
nutes to conſider and reſolve. Indeed 
I might be ſaid to have no room for deli- 
beration : 1 muſt either accept the terms 
offered, or ſtarve. I therefore expreſſed 
my aſſent though with the utmoſt reluc- 
tance. Mr, Barwell immediately pro- 
duced the following letter directed to him- 
ſelf as if it were from me, which he ſaid 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould ſign before he would deliver the 
inſtructions to his brother, 


To RICHARD BARWELL, Eſq. 


Dear Sir, 
I HAVE peruſed, and am fully ſatis- 


fied with the inſtructions you have been 


pleaſed to give your brother, Capt. James 
Barwell and engage to execute the deeds 
your council ſhall judge neceſſary for the 
following purpoſe. 


iſt. To indemnify you from all liti- 
gation. 


2. To ſecure Sarah Thompſon my wife 
(whether ſhe cohabits with me or not) one 
hundred pounds, out of the annuity you 
ſtand engaged for of three hundred per 


annum. 


3d. To take no ſtep to compel my ſaid 
wife to live with me, in caſe ſhe is averſe 
to it, or diſinclined. If any of theſe points 
are infringed by me, I hereby give up 
K 4 all 


2 
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all claim and title ro the anauity you ſtand: 
engaged to pay me through your brother, 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


HENRY FRED. Thoupsox. 
Jan. 2. 1776. | 


I FOLLOWED his direction, and in an 
inſtant cancelled, without being aware of 
it, the deed he had formerly paſſed to me 
in India, and of which 1 had been ſo careful 
that I had left it in England, left I ſhould 
be prevailed on to give it up! To can- 

= that deed was clearly the object that 
Mr. Barwell had moſt at heart: to this 
| al he ſtrove to lull ſuſpicion in mybreaſt, 
by endeavouring to inſpire me with a high 
opinion of his honour ; and practiſed in 
the arts of Aſiatic diſſimulation, he acted 
bis part ſo well, that with all my preju- 
dices, I was deceived and tricked by him : 
he had purpoſely delayed every thing till 
he had got me on board, and had ſo far 
protracted the buſineſs, that by the time 


I had ſigned the letter above-mentioned, 
and 


i — 
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and received my counter-obligation with 
his diſcharge, written as he had amended 


it, the anchor was up, and we had got 


under way. Satisfied with the concluſion 
of the affair, he wiſhed me a good voy- 


age, and in his boat returned to Calcutta, 


Pxzvious to my departure from India, 
I took the liberty to mention to Mr. R. 


Barwell the bond that I had paſſed to the 


captain, He deſired I would give mylelf 
no uneaſineſs on that head, for his brother 
would never trouble me about it, as he 
had taken care to ſatisfy him with preſents 
in India goods, not only for my paſſage 
to Calcutta, but alſo for carrying me back 


to England. Relying upon his honour, 
I did not deſire the bond ſhould be re- 
turned. 


Taz Ankerwyke had a good paſſage, 


and we arrived ſafe in London, I now 


flattered myſelf that all my diſappoint- 


ments were at an end; that all my diffi- 


culties would be removed, and, that af- 
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ter ſo many dangerous voyages and mif- 
fortunes, I might paſs the remainder of 
my days In peace and quiet. But fortune 
had not yet done with me; ſhe had ſtil} 
in reſerve for me a more dreadful blow ; 
and a far greater ditappointment awaited 
me in England than 1 had experienced at 
Calcutta, In a word, I found that ad- 

vantage was to be taken of the informa- 
lity of the deed ; and that as the annuity 
was as a conſideration for giving up my 
wife, and that no ſuch perſon exiſted, as 
I was really unmarried, the Captain intend- 
ed to have recourſe to law, in order to 
have his brother releaſed from his engage- 
ments. I then clearly faw the reaſon why 
Mr. Barwell had conſented to appropriate 


the fund I wiſhed for. A report, it ſeems, 


began to prevail in India, that Mrs. Bon- 
ner was not my wife; and as the woman 
herſelf had probably confeſſed the truth 
of the report, her paramour ſoon turned 
the diſcovery to his advantage; and muſt 
have given private inſtructions to his bro- 


ther not to obſerve thoſe which were pub- 
licly 
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licly given with a view to blind me, make 
me quit India, and ſo rid the Nabob of 
my importunities. 


Some time after my return, I called 
upon Capt. Barwell, to requeſt he would 
put his orders into execution. He ſtarted 
ſo many difficulties, that I clearly perceiv- 
ed was little inclined to ſatisfy me. I af- 
terwards writ to him the following card, 
to induce him, if poſſible, to ſettle the 
matter amicably, and ſo prevent litigation, 


Ms. Thompſon preſents his Compli- 
ments to Captain Barwell, he is induced 
from his own candid intentions to hope 
that Capt. Barwell is as much inclined as 
himſelf to bring the matter depending 
between them to a final and amicable iſſue. 
He therefore requeſts Capt. Barwell will 
appoint to-morrow morning, or Wedneſ- 
day at fartheſt, for that purpoſe, As 
Mr. Thompſon is deſirous of obviating 
the leaſt appearance of a tendency to liti- 
_ gation, or any other diſagreeable ſteps, 


he 
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he will be accompanied by one friend only, 


who is no lawyer; but from his long re- 


fidence on the ſpot, where the matter giv- 
Ing riſe to the buſineſs in agitation were 
tranſacted, is perfectly apprized of the 
merits of the caſe. 


Monday, Nov. 11, 1776. 


Tux ſame day I received the following 
anſwer. | | | 


CaPTain Barwell preſents his compli- 
ments to Mr. Thompſon, does not wiſh 
to enter into the merits of his cauſe with 
him ; but begs to refer it to the lawyers, 
who may ſettle it properly, without litt- 
gation till C. B. can hear from his brother, 
Richard Barwell, now at Calcutta, rela- 
tive thereto. Till then, C. B, will act as 
a mediator between the parties, and has 
given his lawyer inſtructions to act accord- 
ingly ; if the affair is litigated before C. B. 
hears from his brother, it will be Mr. 
Thompſon's act. ” 


Berner's ſtreet, Nov. 13, 1776. 
I IMs. 
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I IMMEDIATELY waited on Mr, Picker» 


ing, who informed me, that he was fully 
inſtructed how to act; but that previous 
to any ſtep towards drawing up pro- 
per deeds, it would be neceſſary for him 
to ſee the certificate of my marriage. At 
the mention of a certificate I ſaw at once 
the full extent of my misfortunes, I faw 
that I had been rubbed of my emplay- 
ment in Aſia, and deprived of every 
advantage that my {ſituation gave me 
room to hape for; and the paltry con- 
- fideration I had received in return for 
my loſſes was now going to be taken from 
me for want of a certificate. I ſaw that 
my enemies were going to turn againſt me 
the rigid letter of the law, to ſupport 
them in their flagrant violation of its ſpi- 
rit. An agreement had been entered into 
between Mr. Barwell and me. He gave 
what he deemed a compenſation for what 


he received from me. I faithfully obſerv- 


ed my part of the contract, indeed with- 
out much merit on my ſide; for I had too 
oreat a contempt for the wretch whom I 
nad reſigned to him, ever to think of 

| troubling 
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troubling the happineſs which he ſuppoſed 
he might enjoy with her ; he, on the con- 
trary, was happy at finding a /egal infor” 
mality in the inſtrument that was to bind 
him, as it furniſhed him with a ſhadow of 
pretence for flying from his engagement. 
The only thing I could ſay to Mr. Pick- 
ering, was to deſire he would aſk Mrs. 
Thompſon herſelf how ſhe would be nam- 
ed in the deeds. For my part, as I ſaw 
they were determined to have recourſe to 
law, I was reſolved to try what redreſs I 
could have in equity; I took the advice 
of counſel, and then for the firſt time di- 
covered, that the letter J had ſigned on 
board the Ankerwyke in India, had ren- 
dered uſeleſs the deed which I had left in 
England; I however had ſome hopes 
given me, that I might haye ſome redreſs 
in a court of equity, and I accordingly 
prepared a bill to be filed in the exche- 
quer: but here I was foiled again, as 
Capt. James Barwell would not ſuffer 
Mr. Pickering to appear for his brother, 
who being in India, could not put in an 
anſwer, 
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anſwer, or give inſtructions to his attor- 
ney to act for him in leſs than eighteen 
months. In the mean I might periſh 
through want, as the Captain refuſed to 
give me any pecuniary aſſiſtance till he 
ſhould have conſulted his brother. I of- 
fered eaſy terms, but had the mortifica- 
tion to find them rejected. 


Firn the Captain deaf to the calls 
of juſtice and honour, I reſolved to work 
upon his pride, and I muſt own, I ex- 
pected more from that quarter than from 
any othes. Nor was I deceived. I drew 
up a ſhort ſtate of my caſe, into which I 
introduced Mr. BarwelPs letters to the 
| ſuppoſed Mrs. Thompſon. I determined 
to lay it before the public, and made the 
Captain acquainted with my Intention, in 
the following letters, 


To James BARwWELIIL, Eſq. 
S IN, 1 5 
I RECEIVED your favour; and 
in conſequence thereof waited on Mr. 


Pickering, whom [I as not think fully 
autho- 
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authorized to conclude between ns. If [ 
am averſe to litigation, it is no leſs on ac- 
count of your brother than myſelf, I 
might ſay with truth, that he will receive 
a much greater injury by the public ex- 
poſure of what has paſſed, than any that 
can poſſibly affect me. For, in the pre- 
ſent fluctuating ſtate of affairs in Leaden- 
hall-ſtreet, let me beg you will aſk your- 
ſelf this queſtion ; what effect will the 

publication of the tranſaction have on 
the minds of perſons, already too much 
. diſpoſed, from a contrariety of views, to 
catch at any thing which may hurt his 
intereſt and better their own, However 
particular the circumſtance on which you 
demur may avail to ſupport an eva- 
fion in law, it will rather add weight 
to the oppoſite ſcale in equity; for all 
that can be ſaid upon that point is only, 
that your brother was accidentally leſs 
culpable than he intended — If the plan 
1 had concerted in Europe was not carried 
into execution in India, by what was it 
defeated ? By the intervention of that 
very 


1 1 
very perſon who now pleads (through you) 


my deficiency in iniquity (fo fraught with 
unhappineſs to me) as an excuſe for the 
non-performance of an engagement he - 


entered into in conſequence of my ſub- 
verſion by him. There. are circumſtan- 
ces (which in compaſſion to the unhappy 
woman who is the primum mobile of this 
diſpute) muſt be ſuppreſſed, that would 
eaſily account for my delaying the com- 
pletion of an union, once as ſincerely in- 
tended as it was afterwards (ſolely on ace 
count of your brother's proceedings) in- 
duſtriouſly avoided, The world, who 
can only argue from what they hear, are 
not competent judges of this matter. 
They may at firſt ſay I have impoſed upon 
your brother. Put yourſelf in my ſitua- 


tion, with what face could I have avowed 


an impoſition on a whole ſettlement; at 
firſt carried on for reaſons, which, though 
J might in confidence communicate to 
you, 1 will not now commit to paper! 
When I found that I was ſuperſeded, by 


an unhappy attachment for your brother, 
| ; in 
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in the affections of a woman whom I in- 
tended to make my partner for life, I 
choſe rather to undergo the temporary 
and local ſtigma of baving parted with 


| her under the conjugal tie, than by ac» 


knowledging the truth, to forego every 


advantage that might be derived to my- 


ſelf and children, and draw on myſelf the 
indignation of an offeaded body, to whom 


T was obliged, as the only method of 


getting her thoſe advantages ſo neceſſary 
to her ſex, to introduce her as my wite. 


Thus, Sir, your brother has not only been 
: guilty of ſeducing the affections of a wo- 
man whom I intended to marry, but is 


” 8 ö 
$58, of SARS Rana 6. * .& 


(through you) endeavouring to deprive 
me of the only compenſation it is now in 


bis power to make me for the injuries I 


have received: diſappointed in my love, 
and ruined in my fortune, he cannot re- 
ſtore me to the affections of her with 
whom formerly all my future proſpects 
of happineſs were connected: He can- 
not reſtore me to that profitable and ho- 


nourable ſituation which 1 occupied a- 


broad. 
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broad. Had I been more culpable, I had 
been more for/unate, Had your brother 
actually invaded conjugal felicity, there 
would not have been any attempt made 
to deprive me of a future proviſion, 
which he thought due to me as the wages 
of ſuppoſed infamy.—Had I actually ac- 
cepted this under real inſtead of imaginary 
baſeneſs, your brother would have been 

more excuſable in the eyes of all good 
men for deceiving me than he will now, 
as his whole conduct will be aſcribed en- 
tirely to a reſentment raiſed by his finding 
that he was the object of deceit, A de- 
ceit, however, give me leave to ſay, re- 
flects more credit on me, as being more 
agretable to the principles of the better 
part of mankind. The only objections 
that you cah make on the foregoing plea 
of not being authoriſed to act, will con- 
ſiſt in your ſaying, (as has been ſaid al- 
ready) that having received inſtructions 
on certain preſumptions, you are not war- 
ranted to act till you receive freſh orders. 
But at the ſame time you can perſiſt in 
L 2 the 
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the intermediate payment of two annui- 
ties, granted on thoſe very preſumptions, 
the failure of which prevents your doing 
an act of juſtice, But, Sir, if you can 
venture ſo far to exceed the tenure of 
your inſtructions (to which I fear you are 
induced, through the conſideration of the 
welfare of an unfortunate woman rather 
than from any other more laudable mo- 
tive) how much more warrantable in your 
brother's eyes will appear the latitude you. 
may allow yourſelf, in order to obviate 
the reproach which may fall on him and 
your family in general, by the publication 
of the whole affair; eſpecially as he had 
ſo much at heart the recovering out of 
my hands every teſtimony of his weak- 
neſs, as to engage me to take a voyage, 
which has only been productive of trou- 
ble, loſs of time, and expence! Sub- 
mitting this to your conſideration, and 
expecting your anſwer through the hands 
of Mr. Pickering, I remain, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Hzenry FRED, THOMPSON. 


To 


Nov. 135 1776. 


1 
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To James BARw ETL, Eſq. 
= Þ 
Mr. Pickering objects that I had not, 
in my laſt, been particular in the nature 


of that ſatisfaction I expect from the va- 


rious diſappointments and injuries that J 
have received from your brother, (who 
has not only intruded on my happineſs and 
ruined my fortune in India, but even 


when I at his particular deſire returned to 


England, re-called me for no other pur- 
poſe but to recover out of my hands the 
proof I have of his injurious behaviour, 


I now ſignify to you my demands of an 


immediate and irrevocable confirmation 
of the annuity of two hundred a year for 
my life. If this ſhould be deemed diſa- 
agreeable, in lieu of the annuity of 200 1, 
I am willing to accept of three thouſand 


pounds, which, at 15 years purchaſe, 


will buy me an equivalent annuity ; and 
in either caſe the five thouſand pounds for 
the benefit of the children (and for which 

I have 
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I have his bond) to remain in fatu quo, 
and I demand the ſurrender of my bond 
for two thouſand rupees. — Should you 
think theſe terms unreaſonable, you will 
pleaſe to reflect, that they are no more 
than your brother, in the full current of 
his ſin, voluntarily offered, as the price 


of ſuppoſed infamy on my (ide, and atiual 


iniquity on his. —]f I do not receive a poſi- 
tive anſwer to theſe demands ſome time 


on Wedneſday next, I ſhall be fully con- 


vinced, I have nothing more to hope, on 
the ſcore of equity. As I have promiſed 


Mr. Pickering that I will do nothing 


without acquainting him, I will on Thurſ- 
day incloſe to him a copy of an advertiſe- 
ment I have drawn for the publication of 


a pamphlet, the peruſal of which will, I 


hope, prepare the minds of thoſe who 


are finally to determine betwixt us in a 


court of juſtice; or, at leaſt, will ſerve 
to obviate the ill opinions of ſome who 


have ur been too n prejudiced 
2835 inſt 


f 
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againſt me by the vague reports of this 
buſineſs, —T'ull then, I remain, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


HENRY FRED. TrHompPsoN, 


Nov. 18, 1776. 


THz family pride as I had expected was 
alarmed; the Captain at firſt meanly 
threatened to arreſt me for the bond I 
had given, for my paſſage to India, tho' 
his brother had amply ſatisfied him on 


that head, in preſents of muſlins; he did 
not, however, think it. prudent, to pro- 


voke or contend with me; a negeciation 


was ſet on foot, and I received 1500 l. on 


condition, that I ſhould, on oath, give 


up all the original letters of Mr. Barwell 
on the ſubject. I complied with the terms, 


but, as I did not wiſh to loſe the means 


of my own juſtification, in caſe I ſhould 


ſtand in need of them on any future oc- 
caſion, I took care to keep atteſted copies 


of all the papers I had delivered up. 


Since that period I have had reaſon to re- 
Joice at the precaution; for when I at- 
dene 
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tempted to employ the 1300 l. in buſineſs; | 
I found that no one of reputation liked to 
be concerned with me. The prejudices a- 
gainſt my character were not confined to In- 
dia or China ; they had found their way to 
England; and as I have reaſon to ſuſpect 
that ſome ſecret agents have been employ- 
ed, for the purpoſe of propagating and 
keeping them alive, I find it abſolutely 
__ neceſlary in juſtice to myſelf, to my friends 
and to my family, to lay the whole tranſ- 
action before the public, in order to remove 
from my ſhoulders that load of infamy, 
which properly belongs to another; and 
which I find at preſent the grand obſtacle 


0 my future ſucceſſes in life. My reſo- 


lution ſoon reached the family, and before 
I had proceeded far in this pamphlet, I 
was not a little ſurpriſed, at receiving a 
viſit from the very woman, who was the 
author of all my misfortunes. She ex- 
preſſed her ſorrow for what had paſſed; 
and as the only reparation in her power 
to make me, ſhe offered to divide with 
me, an annuity of 3001, a year, which 
: _ the 
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me receives from her paramour; and beg 
ged that I would ſuppreſs the pamphlet, 
and bury the whole tranſaction in obli- 
vion. I rejected the offer with contempt, 
though my circumſtances, at the time, 
were ſuch as would have ſtaggered a pride 
that was leſs rooted than mine. My charac- 
ter required the publication, and that deter- 
mined me not to ſupptels it. 


a, 


I Now ſtand before the bar of my 
country; I have been arraigned for a 
| baſe crime, generous readers, you have 
now heard my defenge, and I truſt, that 
in your ſouls youll acquit me. I am 


not now in India, where a governor with 


all the power of an eaſtern monarch, and 
much more pride, makes juſtice, law and 
equity, bend beneath his will; where his 
breath more peſtilential than the plague 
can blaſt the faireſt character with impu- 
nity, and mar the riſing fortunes of an 
honeſt man. I am now in England, where 
a Nabob is no more than a fellow - ſubject; 
before a tribunal, which all his wealth, 
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accuſtomed as it is, to bear every thing 
before it in the eaſt, is not able to bribe. 
The ſentence will be dictated by impar- 
tiality, and as I am convinced that I have 


Juſtice on my fide, I wait the ſentence 


without dread. Let thoſe tremble at it, 
whoſe conduct, publicly expoſed, mult 
draw on them the reproach, and indigna · 
tion, if not contempt, of mankind, 


Bzrore I take leave of my readers, I 
muſt aſk the liberty to make one more re- 
mark on the conduct of Mr. Barwell and 
his brother the Captain. In a letter which 
I received from the former in Calcutta, 


on Wedneſday the 25th of October, my 
readers may recollect the following words. 


S IR, 
I WiLL give you an order on my bro- 
ther, if it is equally agreeable to you. 1 


am fatisfied that he will neither abuſe my 


confidence, or Live you a moment” g anxiety. 


I rave already ſhewn, han the latter 


part of the aſſertion was obſerved by the 


Captain. 
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Captain. If Richard was ſincere in the 


Inſtructions he gave his brother, and that 


he did not defeat them by any private or- 


ders, it muſt be confeſſed that James has 


betrayed his truſt, and ſcandalouſly abuſed 
Bis brother”s confidence; if on the other hand, 
James was privately inſtructed to act as he 
did, after his return to England, Richard 
muſt be condemned, by all plain dealing 
men, for having uſed the moſt infamous 
deceit, in order to deprive me of the be- 
nefit I could have found from the deed 


which I had ih England. This is a di- 


lemma in which the honour of one or o- 
ther muſt neceſſarily ſuffer; and leaving 
it to them to ſettle the point of honour, I 

take my leave of them, with the fulleſt 
conviction,that when the public ſhall have 
weighed the whole matter, diſgrace will 
change ſides, and paſs from the ſhoulders 
of the much injured Thompſon, to thoſe 
of the opulent Indian who has endeavour- 


ed to oppreſs him. 
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